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Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries! 
 

No January Anniversaries!  
 

Monthly Meeting 
 

January 3rd  2010 
6:00 dinner, 7:00 meeting 

The American Legion, 92 Hwy & DD, 
 Smithville MO  

 

Board Meeting 
 

January 20th  
The 3rd Thursday of the Month, 7 pm 

The Mid-Continent Library 
Boardwalk Shopping Center, Barry Road and I-29 

 

Technical Meeting & Breakfast Club 
 

Meets every Wednesday 6:00 AM-10:00 AM 
HY-Vee, 207 NW Englewood, Kansas City MO 64118 

 

Ice Cream & Socializing 
 

Every Saturday evening 6:00 PM 
Big Burger 

4700 NE Vivian Rd 
Kansas City MO 64119 

MAFCA Charter MAFCA “Newsletter of the Year “ 2009, MARC “Award of Exce llence” 2009        MARC Region  

Editor’s Comments :  

President’s Comments 

 

 First off I want to say, what a privilege it is to be President of this 
great Model A club. Four years ago a number of us met for the first 
time with the idea of starting a club North of the river. John Osborn 
had called the meeting together, and on that night, six of us joined as 
charter members.  

From that humble beginning we now have over 140 members. I sin-
cerely doubt if any other club in the U.S. has grown as rapidly. This 
could not have come about without the leadership and member par-
ticipation evident at our club activities.  

This year's Christmas party has to go down as the best yet. Next year 
maybe we'll have eggnog!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone and don't forget 
to put anti freeze in your A's 

Keep smiling--it makes everybody wonder what you are up to. 

 
  Ron Anderson, President 

 

Betty Blaker 01/01 
Nancy Hess  01/03 
Chuck Haber 01/06 
Sherri McIntyre 01/12 
John Deal 01/16 
Jean Gayle Parker 01/16 
Robert Brian 01/18 

Arlo Hartman 01/24 
Bill Skaggs 01/24 
Eldon Stamp 01/24 
Joyce Kerr 01/26 
Harvey Parker 01/28 
Gary Smith 01/28 

If your wife wants to learn to drive, don't stand in her way  

Recently, Wink went to an auction while he was farming in Minnesota.  
Not just any auction, but one with a LOT of Model A parts.  When it 
was over he called me to let me know what he had bought.  He was a 
little hesitant, because he thought he had gone overboard, just a little!   

Well, to his surprise, I wasn’t upset because of how much he bought, 
but because I thought he should have bought more of it!  While he 
was thinking of the bottom line, I was thinking, as time goes by, we’ll 
be seeing less and less of these original parts.  More and more of the 
people that stashed these things in their garages and barns are pass-
ing on, and sometimes it’s sold, and sometimes it’s just thrown out in 
the trash.  My theory is buy what you can, when you can!   

Although you can always get a lot of these parts reproduced, there’s 
just something about finding these treasures from the past.  I guess 
it’s part of the magic of these old cars.   

So the next time Wink happens across one of these sales, he has 
orders to bring me with him, and bring home a few more things!  You 
know, I think he likes being married to me!   

 

Happy A-ing to Everybody! 

Sherry Winkinhofer, Newsletter Editor 

MAFCA “Certificate of Continuing Excellence” 2010 
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Activities & Regional Events  

Deadline for the Next Road Runner  

The 20 th of the preceding month 
Email to roadrunner@nwmomodela.com 

 
Or mail to:   Sherry Winkinhofer    

14900 Green Briar Dr 
Smithville Mo. 64089 

Club Contact Information: 
 

President Harvey Roseberry – 816-614-2117 
All Officers: info@nwmoModelA.com 
Tours and Activities:  tours@nwmomodela.com 
Publications:  RoadRunner@nwmoModelA.com  
Membership:  membership@nwmoModelA.com 
Webmaster: webguy@nwmoModelA.com 
Tech Advisor: techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

Visit www.nwmomodela.com today!  

 
The club website is maintained by 

Webmaster Dave Telles 
Please email any info, pictures, 

 questions & suggestions to 
info@nwmoModelA .com  

 

�Sunshine/Concerns � 
 

Karol Russell is our Sunshine/Concerns lady!  If 
you know anybody in need of a card or phone call, 
please let her know. And, if you just want to share 
the news of a happy event, such as a new grand-

baby or a wedding, let her know that too!  
Call 816-628-3929 

Next Meeting—  

 

Please join us at the January meeting where our speaker will be Don 
Shields.  Don is an internet security specialist that will be talking to us about 
how practice safe surfing!  In today’s electronic world, it’s important to know 
how the crooks are operating and what we can do to protect our informa-
tion!  Hope to see you there!  

"Departure places and times for events will be published on the Web Site and Newsletter the month prior to the event".  

 
Jan 3 Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club  

6:00 dinner, 7:00 meeting 
Smithville MO 

 
 

Feb 4 & 5 - 36th Annual Sunflower Swap Meet  
85th St. North & I-135, Wichita, Kansas  

Wichita A's Model A Ford Club  
http://www.wichitaas.com  

 
 

Mar 17th & 18th Chickasha  Pre-War Swap Meet  
"World's Largest Early Auto Meet" 

Chickasha OK 
Mike or Susie Ersland  (405)224-9090 

information@pwsm.com 
 
 

Mar 24th & 25th - 2011 MARC Membership Meet  
St Augustine FL 

www.modelarestoresr.org 

 
 

April 9-15—2011 MAFCA National Tour  
Will follow along the Natchez Trace Trail, 

a 444 mile stretch between  
Natchez Mississippi and Nashville, Tennessee 

www.MAFCA.com 
http://mafca.com/events/Natchez%20Highlights.pdf  

 
 

Apr 14th - 19th Dearborn MI  
Rouge Factory /Greenfield Village and Museum 

Unfortunately, due to changes in this years national MAFCA tour schedule, this 
trip has been cancelled.  Hopefully we will be able to reschedule at later time.  

 
 

Jun 5th—11th Plain Ole A’s 2011 Regional Meet  
Planes, Trains, & Model A's  
Driving tours, Kansas Speedway tour, car 

games, banquet, & more 
Host hotel is the Overland Park Marriott. 

www. plainolas.com 
Info:  Ron Guenther at (913) 682-2545 

� Club Sponsored Activity 
� Club participation invited      

Recommended By-Law Changes notification to the memb ership  
Below are changes to our by-laws that were proposed  at the latest board meeting and will be voted on a t our meeting: 
Existing By-Laws Language  
Section 2 – Dues . The dues payable by members shall be in the amount of $25.00 per year per family membership and shall be payable by 
the first day of January of each year. If joining after August first, dues for the remainder of the year shall be in the amount of $15.00.  

Section 3 – Honorary Members . Upon petition by any club member and approval of the club membership an Honorary Member may be ap-
pointed for a period not to exceed one year during which time he or she will receive the Club Newsletter but will have no voting rights.  

Proposed By Laws changes  
Section 2 – Dues . The dues payable by members shall be in the amount of $25.00 per year per family membership and shall be payable by 
the first day of January of each year. If joining after January thirty first dues for the remainder of the year shall be prorated in the amount of 
$2.00 per remaining month.  

Section 3 – Honorary Members . Upon petition by any club member and approval of the club membership an Honorary Member may be ap-
pointed for a period not to exceed one year during which time he or she will receive the Club Newsletter but will have no voting rights. All regu-
lar members upon reaching the age of ninety will revert to a honorary status with no dues required but retaining full membership rights.  
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Mystery Member!  
Forgot to tell you that November’s Mystery Couple w as Otis & Carole Miller!  

January’s mystery member—  

Born in the year the first Mustang rolled off the assembly line.  Learned how to drive in a 1968 VW bug at the age of 10  Was 
taken to school on a Harley Sportster "by his mom"   Once sit next to Tony Dipardo of the "Kansas City Chiefs Pack Band" on 
flight to Las Vegas   His grandfather traded a Model A for a team of horses.  The Model A he is restoring was purchase by his 
father-in-law in 1964.  First car was a bright yellow 1966 Ford van.  His wife still has her first car a 1950 Chevy Pickup.  He 
and his wife both graduated from the same high school.  Has been married for 23 years in December 2010.  Worked for the 
same company for 27 years . 

Who is it? 

Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club Meeting 

December 12th, 2010 American Legion Hall Smithville, MO 1:00 pm 

 

Bob reported that we still do not have enough people signed up for the trip to Dearborn.  If you are interested in taking the trip, 
please contact Bob as soon as possible. 

Activities :  Bob presented an award to the person who attended the most  club events which was Walt & Mary Ann Jones.   

Webmaster:   Dave showed the over 500 photos from various tours throughout the year. 

Membership:   Ken reported that we have 141 members.  If you have not renewed your membership they can be sent to Ken.   

Lyman showed our new magnetic signs that the club has for sale showing the club logo, and they are $10 each.    

Elections:   Bill introduced the rest of the nominating committee:   Mary Ann Jones, and Karol Russell.   Candidates are as fol-
lows:   

Treasurer:   Vicky Roseberry and Scott Forsen.    

Secretary:  Malcolm McIntyre  

Vice President:   Bob Russell and Dennis Hartman.   

Election results were as follows:    
Treasurer:   Vicky Roseberry  

Secretary:  Malcolm McIntyre  

Vice President:   Bob Russell  

Harvey presented Ron Anderson with the gavel as the new Club President, and Ron awarded Harvey with a plaque honoring his 
presidency of the past year.     

Entertainment was provided by singer Peggy Stanley who sang songs from the Big Band era, and Christmas songs.    

Those who brought gifts to exchange, drew numbers and picked out a gift from the table.   John Osborn got “a lump of coal”.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30.   Respectfully submitted Malcolm McIntyre  
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December Meeting—Christmas Party 12/12/10               As reported by Sherry Wink  

MAFCA Membership Meet December 8th –12th 
Reported by your editor, Sherry Wink 

Colorado Springs was the site this year for this annual meeting, and was a do-not-miss event for Wink and myself.  We had a 
GREAT time, and it was wonderful to see the friends that we’ve made over the last several years, and to meet new friends too!   

The meet itself was great, with seminars that were so much fun you know how much work was 
spent preparing them.  I tied for first place in “Is it Era”, and won the tie breaker (by shear luck!).  
Wink enjoyed hearing from the speaker from Mitchell Overdrives, since he already had one on 
order.  

Check out this beautiful phaeton that was in the lobby just loaded with a tree and presents.  I ad-
mired it every time I went by! Which due to the design of the hotel, was a lot.   

We spent a lot of time visiting with other MAFCA members, listened in on the Breakfast with the 
Board as the highlights of the year were discussed, and sat in on part of the MAFCA board meet-
ing on Friday.  We also really enjoyed “Cowboy Christmas” at the Flying W Ranch. Great fun and 
great food! And of course we found a little time to run up to Denver to visit Burt’s.    As you can 
see, Wink looks to be getting along well with Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
(known the rest of the year as Chuck & Helen Christenson).  He 
must have been a very good boy since he won the top raffle prize of 
a refurbished oval speedometer from Cushman’s Speedometers!   

I have to say the highlight of the convention was at the banquet Sat-
urday evening. I was honored to be presented with a “Certificate of 
Continuing Excellence” by 2010 MAFCA President Garth Shreading.  
This award is considered in the three years following the award of 
“Newsletter of the Year” before you are eligible for that again.  But it 

is not a given, it has to be earned.  Thanks to the MAFCA Board and to Stephanie for honoring our 
club again with this top honor.  It is a privilege to report on all the fun our club has, and awards like 
this are the icing on the cake!  

We had a great time at our Christmas party, which 
took place at the American Legion in Smithville 
again this year.  Wink and I drove all night to get 
there from the Membership meet in Colorado, but it 
was worth it!  

64 members joined in the festivities and Sheryl out-
did herself on the buffet.  No one left hungry!  I es-
pecially heard rave comments about the red velvet 
cake!   

Following the great meal, we had a short meeting, 
just long enough to elect the new officers for next 
year.  Check out the minutes on page 3 for the win-
ners!   

Outgoing President Harvey Roseberry passed the gavel to new President Ron Anderson to complete the process.  I’d be amiss if 
I didn’t take an opportunity to thank Harvey for a year well done!!!  What a fabulous job and what a lot of hard work he has done 
all year!  Be sure and thank him when you see him!   

Our entertainment for the evening was Peggy from Vintage Memories.  Peggy is not just a singer, but also shared personal ex-
periences from her singing career.  She is a regular performer at nursing homes, and is especially proud of her connection with 
veterans’ groups.  She shared stories of the effects the old songs have had on many of her listeners over the years.  It’s amazing 
the power a song has to bring back old times!   

Following her program, we had a fun gift exchange, and spent the rest of the afternoon visiting. It was a wonderful finish to a very 
good year. And as an additional highlight, Ron Anderson reported that he had his van full with the foodstuff that was donated.  
He delivered it to a local food closet the following day, so thanks to all those that helped make other’s Christmas a little merrier 
too! .  

The passing of the gavel to the 2011 
President, Ron Anderson. 

Bill Auch leads a sing-along with the help 
of Peggy.  
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Model  A Fuel Mileage Contest     
by Malcolm McIntyre 

 

Shortly after purchasing our Model  A, Sherri and I were filling it up at 
the local gas station when a woman pulled up on the other side of the 
pumps in a Cadillac SUV.   She got out and surveyed our old car and 
asked one question:  “What kind of gas mileage does that get?”    

I was tempted to toss out some outrageous figure given that what she 
was driving wasn’t going to win any mileage awards but as I told her a 
more realistic figure I realized I didn’t really know  or cared what my 
mileage was.     

It’s common as we face higher gas prices to mistakenly think that in 
the days of 10 cent gas folks weren’t concerned about fuel mileage.   
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

As reported in the Ford News of March 16, 1931 North Carolina Ford 
dealer Payne Motors offered a $10 in gold to the Ford owner who’s 
Model A got the best mileage.   Back then, $10 would be equivalent to 
$144 in today’s buying power and in the midst of the Great Depression 
that drew some attention.   For $1 the dealership offered the following service to get you started:  Sediment bowl cleaning, adjust 
and clean the carburetor, check and adjust the points, check timing, clean and adjust spark plugs, test brakes, put air in the tires 
and put water in the battery.  If after paying the $1, your Model A didn’t get 22mpg, the dealership would refund your dollar. 

The dealership advertised that they had a Zenith carburetor tester that was accurate to a “fraction of a tenth of a mile” and will be 
installed on each competing car.   A representative of the dealer will accompany each driver for a 10-15 minute drive.   The con-
test was held over a 10 day period with a 112 contestants first paying $1 for the advertised service.  This obviously netted the 
shrewd dealer a nice profit.   

The average number of miles per gallon returned by all contestants was 24 mpg with the winner getting 30 mpg.    The winner’s 
car was a Tudor which had 13,489 miles on it at the time of the test.  Another contestant whose car had 48,947 miles on it still 
was able to obtain the average 24 mpg.     

Unfortunately the one piece of data missing from the article was the speed and conditions under which the cars were driven, but 
the contest did show what the Model A was capable of when it was new.     

My personal experience with my Tudor usually yields about half of what the winner’s car was able to obtain – perhaps I should 
take it to the local Ford dealer with a dollar in hand. 

Ford News of March 16, 1931  

Walt’s Old Time Tech Tip  
Walt Jones, Technical Director 

The other day several members were talking about engine 
overhaul and the subject of gaskets came up. Several good 
suggestions were mentioned. 

 When installing a new cork gasket on a valve cover or oil pan 
and the gasket has shrunk making an oil leak likely, before in-
stalling the gasket place it in a pan of warm water for a few min-
utes. This will expand it back to normal size and insure a good 
fit. 

When installing a head gasket place the crimped side up. This 
is done so that if after years of running and the crimp has em-
bossed  or warn its way into the contacting surface, it will have 
done this on the surface that is most easily planed. 

 Another trick with head gaskets in order to keep them from 
leaking coolant out the sides and having it ruin the engine fin-
ish, especially when antifreeze is used, is to paint the edges 
with white spray paint. This improves the appearance and seals 
the edges. 
 A suggestion made by Ron to seal a leaky head bolt or center 

main bearing leak around the bolt is to install an "o" ring on the 
bolt and then tighten it down. Ron said that he learned this 
method while working in his dad's repair shop.  

 Another trick can be used if for some reason you have ruined 
or don't have a needed paper or cardboard gasket. Find a 
piece of thick paper or cardboard such as tagboard or a tablet 
back. Hold this against the surface needing the gasket. Say the 
mounting flange on the carburetor, now take a small ball peen 
hammer and hammer around the edges using the hammer face 
or the ball as necessary. This will cause the material to be cut 
between the hammer and the edge. Even bolt holes and inner 
edges can be cut in this way. The result is a perfect "factory 
made" gasket. 

 A good grade of non hardening  gasket sealer such as Per-
matex or Indian Head should be used with gaskets. These seal-
ers can also be used to help seal leaky bolts. 

 Have a Merry Model A Christmas.    
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A little car humor from the 1929 December Farm Journal 

Brands We Still Know!  
"Fast cooking" Bisquick was introduced in 
1931.   
A General Mills executive learned from a 
railroad cook that a biscuit dough could be 
created which could be stored and made to 
order quickly. General Mills discovered how 
to turn the cook's idea into a pre-packaged 
mix, and Bisquick emerged.  

Era Earrings 
Sherry Wink 

Have you always wished you could wear 
the proper earrings for the Model A Era, 
but just couldn’t handle those screw-
backs?  Talk about a torture device!   

Well, be of good cheer, because screw-
back earrings were not the only “bling” 
available in those years.  Check out these 
pierced versions of earrings from a 1930 
A.C. Becken Jewelers catalog.  

 As you can see, there were a lot of styles 
for everybody, from studs to dangles.  
This catalog was predominately for gold 
pieces, so there is a shortage of other 
types represented here. 

Ladies, check out the fittings on these 
pieces.  Notice on the studs, the almost 
“eyelet” look of the screw on backs.  If 
you see that on a pair in an antique store, 
it’s a good sign!   

I also see some that have a strong re-
sembles to the modern lever-back or 
“euro” style.  And many have kidney style 
wires, although with slightly different 
bends then our modern ones.  You won’t 
see any of the modern fish hook or 
“French” wires.     

And of course hoops are timeless.  

These hoops don’t appear to have hinges 
like some of our modern type, but this 
kind is still out there today.   

Take a look at these pictures to get an 
idea of the general style.  If you’re not 
worry about being in a competition, it’s 
easy to find modern earrings with that 
vintage look.  And if you want to be au-
thentic, study these pictures a little closer, 
so when you see that unusual pair in the 
next antique shop, you'll be able to 
snatch them up!   

January is the time to start watching that diet, so here’s a 1937 recipe 
from “The housewife’s Year Book of Health and Homemaking”.  If you 
can’t guess, this was published by Kellogg's 
 

All-Bran Butterscotch Refrigerator Cookies]  
 

1 cup butter 
2 cups brown sugar 
1 egg 
1 cup Kellogg’s All-Bran 
3 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 

 
Cream butter; add sugar gradually and beat until light and fluffy.  
Add egg and beat well.  Stir in All-Bran.  Sift flour with baking 
powder and work into first mixture, a small amount at a time.  
Knead and shape into rolls about 1 1/2 inches in diameter; wrap 
in waxed paper, covering the ends so that dough will not dry out.  
Store in refrigerator until firm.  Cut into thin slices and bake on 
ungreased cookie sheet in moderately hot oven (425 ° F) about 
10 minutes 
Yield: 7 1/2 dozen cookies 2 inches in diameter). 

Time for Healthy Stuff!  
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Model A Mystery Part  
This is a necessary part for  most 28-29 
Model As.  Do you know what it is?   

 

For “Bragging Rights”, put your answer on a 
postcard and send it to:  

Walt Jones 

1019 NE 113th Terr 

Kansas City MO 64155 

Or email Walt at:  techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

 

Last Month’s mystery part: 
 
 
This is a "T" Rubber door check 
straps for '28-'29 Leatherback, 1931 
Slant Windshield and Fordor Se-
dans. 10 1/4"" Long." 
 

Did you know?   
Picture courtesy of  

“Brattons 
www.bratton.com 

For Sale / Wanted  
To place an ad send your information to info@nwmoMo delA.com, or call or send to Sherry Winkinhofer 816 -532-3133 

As a service to our members, the three area Model A clubs have decided to mutually share our classified ads sections!  
(this will include Model A specific items only.)   

For Sale: two 1930-31 gas tanks, both in primer, excellent condition, no dents, 
no rust. Also, several rebuilt carburetors for sale, call with any needs you have. 
Contact: Warren McWilliams 816-380-4013  

For Sale : 1930 Model A Chassis 
Chassis from a 1930 Model A Couple for sale $1500. 
Transmission back, NO engine.  Scott Forsen 816-863-1567 

For Sale:  LeVic Plastics made a precision mold of a Hubley wheel, and is 
manufacturing new wheels using better plastic resins. These new wheels are 
balanced and will last longer and roll better than the originals. $2.00 each, 
contact Lance Burton 816-809-8648 

For Sale: Late 1931 Deluxe Coupe with indented firewall. Older restora-
tion, but many rebuilt and refurbished parts. Very nice car. Rumble seat, 
dual front spares and mirrors, rock guard, step plates, hood ornament with 
motometer. Mostly original, runs great. Yellow & black. $13,500     Contact 
Mark Virden at 913-362-4282 

For Sale: 12 volt fuel pump, never used. Perfect for down-draft carburetor. 
Original cost $45.00, will sell for $35.00 Contact Max Dalsing at 913-782-5560.  

For Sale : 1929 Model A Tudor, complete, superficial rust, a good deal 
at $3,850. Call me for more details, Merlin Kirby 913-626-6633 

Wanted : Round Warner speedometer for 1931 Model A, must be re-buildable 
Call Delbert Felts 913-845-3113 

For Sale : 1930 Standard Roadster 
Contact Andy Bennett  816-587-4242 

Wanted : Stromberg 81 or 97 carburetors.  
Call Jim Shaw at 816-436-5538 

Wanted : Any and all Model A sheet metal parts.  Will consider any condi-
tion. Contact: Jim Huseby 816-690-8464,816-690-6831 

For Sale: Model A license plates, all years of KS and MO in stock now.  
Other states available too.  Larry Niederschulte 816-365-0447 

Wanted: Model A titles wanted, any make, model, age or state. Titles do 
not have to be open, modern or in your name. Top Dollar Paid! Larry 
Niederschulte 816-365-0447 

For Sale- Webber two barrel carburetor and intake manifold &  
also exhaust manifold.  
Terry Richardson. (816) 365-0885   

For Sale—Older restoration 1929 Model A Ford 2 coupe with rumble 
seat. New brake, bearings, wheel seals, exhaust pipe & muffler.  
Includes 4 additional wheels. Drives Good $10,000.  Bobby Rains   

For Sale-1930 Standard Tudor Model A: Andalucite Blue. Nice gray L.B. inte-
rior. Older Restoration. Nice car. $11,500. Photos available. Contact  
Duane Miller 1808 S. 11th Ave. Eldridge, Iowa. Ph: 563-285-8613. 

For Sale-1931 Tudor, black. Rebuilt engine, Turn Signals, seat belts,  
steering stabilizer.  $10,500. Ph: 515-549-3764 or  
e-mail:orvalynn1h@wccta.net 

For Sale- 1930 Fordor, restored. Tan and 
Black. $9900. Don Maher, Ph 515-263-8509 

 

Have you noticed?  We’re now sharing ads with the “Central Iowa Model A  
Club”! Expanding our range a little, but still not too far to go for the right car!  

This Month’s mystery part was supplied by 
NWMO Member Bob Russell 

Membership Renewal 
     Address verification  

Time to make sure you 
get your membership re-
newed!  Any renewals 
received after the Janu-
ary meeting risk not get-
ting in the 2011 club ros-
ter! 
Also, please check with 
Wink the next time you 
see him and verity that 
your address, phone and 
email are correct and 
ready to print for the 
membership roster!  

New

New

New

When our Washington state member Art Pugsley submitted the 
November mystery part, he actually sent two springs in the mail to 
Wink.  Since Wink was out of town, and thinking they were identi-
cal, I just photographed one of them and stuck it in.  Well, shortly 
after publishing the answer in December’s Road Runner, I got the 

following email from Art:  

I think that I "got" you with the Bendix springs.  I sent you two, one correct for a Model A and 
one that will not work on a Model A.  The "trick" was which one was which and why.  The 
"wrong" one is wound in the reverse direction and is the one that you pictured in the newslet-
ter.  Believe me the "wrong" one won't work.  Be fun to see if any of your readers catch the 
error. 

Well, readers, did any of you catch the error?  I sure didn’t!  Guess we learn something eve-
ryday-Just more fun with our Model A!  But if you ever got a hold of the wrong one, I bet 
you’d know it soon!  Thanks to Art for the education!  

Oops!  Update and Revision on the November Mystery Part!  

New

New
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Did you know the history of the Ford Proving Ground s?   

Ford Airport, Dearborn, MI   
42.3 North / 83.22 West (West of Detroit, MI)  

(This wonderful bit of history was shared by Tim Fi elds, and originated with the “Classic Thunderbird”  club of Kan-
sas City.  This is the first of 2 parts.) 
-According to Michael Kuentz, Henry Ford had become an investor in Wil-
liam Stout's airplane manufacturing firm, which built single-engine aircraft. 
However, Ford was not happy with his investment, so in an attempt to 
control the company he bought into, he had a 2nd Stout airplane factory 
built on the corner of Oakwood & Village Road.  
The 20,000 square foot Stout Metal Airplane Company factory opened in 
1924. In 1925, the Ford Airport was dedicated, with 2 grass runways & 
flood lights for night landings. It was widely touted as being the first 
"modern" airport in the world.  The airport was the first in the US to oper-
ate a regularly scheduled passenger airline in continuous domestic ser-

vice, with the Ford Air Transportation Service provid-
ing a route between "Detroit" (Dearborn) & Chicago.  
Ford Airport was also the first in the US to have an 
airline terminal for passenger use, the first in the 
world to have a hotel (the Dearborn Inn) designed & built for the air traveler. The Ford 
Motor Company Airplane Division manufactured aircraft at this location starting in 
1925.  
From 1925-31 the Annual National Air Tour (to demonstrate safety & reliability of 
commercial aviation) started & ended at Ford Airport.  

In 1926 Ford Airport operated the world's 1st flight of a commercial airliner guided by 
radio,  using system developed by Ford Motor Company. 
Henry Ford erected the largest, most modern and only privately owned permanent 
dirigible mooring mast in 1925.  

According to Michael Kuentz, Stout aircraft had a poor flight record, suffering many 
crashes. Ford was losing money rapidly, and on the night of January 27, 1926 a fire 
mysteriously started in the all-brick & steel plant, destroying the building. Shortly after 
the fire Henry sent Bill Stout on a nation-wide public relations tour and then con-
tracted with Albert Kahn to design & build 2 new buildings - one a new 62,000 square-
foot Ford Tri-Motor airplane factory, and the other, the world's first airport hotel (The 

Dearborn Inn).  
Shortly after Bill Stout left for his PR tour, Henry was 
overheard telling one of his executives, "For the first 
time in my life I have bought a lemon, and I don't want 
the world to know about it", in regards to the puzzling 
fire. Never again would the Stout name appear on an 
airplane factory. Eventually Henry Ford bought out 
William Stout & turned his transportation company into 
Ford Air Transport.  

From 1928-29 Ford Airport's grass runways were 
paved giving the field the 1st concrete runways in the 
world.  

According to the Michigan Historical Marker website, 
Henry Ford built the Dearborn Inn (opening in 1931) to accommodate 
overnight travelers arriving at the Ford Airport. Located opposite of the 
airport along Oakwood Boulevard, the 179-room inn was the world's first 
airport hotel.  The guest quarters along Pilots Row originally were used 
by the airlines' crews.  
Unfortunately, Henry Ford lost more than $10 million on his airplane divi-
sion, which closed in 1933. A total of 199 Ford Tri-Motors were eventually 
built at the Dearborn facility. The Tri-Motor was the 1st American all-metal, 
multi-engine, commercial airliner. The airport itself continued to operate 
for several years more, however.  
In 1938 the 1st automobile test track was laid down on the Ford Airport 
property.  

Ford Airport was still depicted as an active private airfield in the 1946 MI 
Airport Directory (courtesy of Doug Ranz). It was depicted as having 2 
concrete runways (3,700' & 3,200'). By this point, the airport had been 
converted to simultaneously serve as an automobile testing ground, with 
an automobile test track extending beyond the runways.  

A 1925 photo of an air show at Ford Airport (courtesy of Mike 
Denja), showing several unidentified biplanes & monoplanes.  

An undated view of 
Ford Airport's dirigi-
ble mooring mast 
(from Wayne State 
University's Virtual 
Detroit web site, via 

A 1926 photo of the passenger 
terminal at Ford Airport.  

The Army's RS-1 blimp, 
moored at the Ford Airport 
in 1926.  

A 1931 aerial view looking northwest at Ford Airport.  

A July 25,1931 view of a Goodyear Blimp over Ford Airport's 
dirigible mast (from Wayne State University's Virtual Detroit web-
site- Mike Denja). Note also the 3 balloons visible at the top  



9 

Alternative uses for the Model A engine from the Feb 
1931 Ford Dealer & Service Field Magazine, shared by 
Malcolm McIntyre. 

As written by Frank Bowman in the May-Jun 1965 Rest orer  

Repairing Light Switch Handle  

The light switch rod is removed from the steering col-
umn in the following manner: 

 First, you must remove the light switch and contact 
assembly from the bottom of the steering column.  
This is held on by a wire bail that is pushed down and 
the unit will pull out. After this unit is removed you no-
tice a two-prong spider on the end of the light switch 
rod, This spider is removed by pushing up on it and 
removing the U shaped lock washer that hold' it in 
place on the bottom of the light switch rod.  The spider 
and the spring behind it will then drop off the rod and 
the light switch rod can be removed from the column. 

If you have a closed car the steering assembly should 
be removed from the car as the light switch rod is too 
long to come out of the steering column before it hits 
the top. You may he able to loosen the two bolt that 
hold the .steering box to the frame and drop the col-
umn low enough in some cars to get the rod out. In 
any event the rod must be removed and it is not wise 
to bend it when removing it from the steering column. 

 To dis-assemble the light switch rod the steps are as 
follows; first, carefully pry up the four prongs under-
neath the switch head so you can remove the horn 
button assembly.  After this is removed the next step 
is to remove the wire loom.  The solder on the bot-
tom of the rod will have to be melted and as you do 
this you will see the end of the wire which is usually 
bent over.  Bend this end wire straight and carefully 
remove the brass metal cup that sits on the small 
plastic cup.  Next remove the small plastic (tip) and 
then remove the wire loom from the top of the 
           assembly.  Check this wire carefully and if 
worn repair or replace. 

      If your trouble has been a short you can now assemble 
the light switch assembly by reversing the steps already 
taken. If the small plastic tip on the end of the rod is damaged 
or gone you will have to adapt something to takes its place 
or your rod will short out. 

 For those that need a shorter or longer rod the following will 
give you the length needed: With a tube cutter or saw cut 
the light switch assembly about a foot from the top.  Before 
cutting scratch a straight line 8 or 10 inches long along the 
rod where you plan your splice or use the. Seam on the tub-
ing. You can use these to match up when you put your rod 
back together. Next cut a length of 5/16-inch tubing long 
enough to insert inside of the light switch rod to hold the two 
pieces together. It would be wise to have at least two inches 
of the 5/16-inch tube on each end that is not exposed after it 
is inserted in the switch rod so it may have strength after  
            the repair is made. Clean the inside of the light  
            switch rod where it has been cut and clean the 5/16   
    splice  tube. Tin these two pieces to be soldered and after 
inserting the 5/6 tubing splice measure carefully to get the 
correct length needed. Line up the scratch marks or seams 
and heat the tubing in the area that has been covered with 
solder to set the repair.  The indention at the cut can be 
filled with solder or a  3/8 piece of tubing of the same length. 

 If you have shortened the rod you will not have this inden-
tion. Remember if you have added two inches to the light 
switch rod you will have to add two inches to the wire loom 
in the rod.  In adding wire be sure to solder it together and 
make this splice small as it must go through the 5/16-inch 
tubing splice inside of the light switch rod.  Assemble follow-
ing the same procedure and you will have a good service-
able light switch rod. 

Bob Hess Tech tip for January  

Sometimes when turning the Model A steering wheel the light 
switch rotates as well causing the lights to come on, or worse turn 
off at night.   

One of the reasons for this is that the small brass bushing around 
the light rod located at the top of the shaft may be missing.   

Without this bushing the light rod tends to bind as the shaft turns 
around it.  Replacing this special bushing should eliminate the prob-
lem. 

 
Happy motoring, 

Bob Hess 
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Wed’s Technical Meeting & Breakfast* 
 

Don’t forget to check out  

“The Plain Ol’ A’s” website! 
www.plainolas.com-website  

This club invites us on many of their outings and w e really 
 appreciate their friendship! 

.Walt Jones, Tech Director  
 

Meet your new fellow members! 

No new members, but at the next meeting, look 
around the room.   
 
If you know them, wave, but if you don’t know them,  
go over and say hi!  They’re your new friends, read y 
to enjoy the fun of belonging to this great club!   The 2010 touring season is over and discussions at the WMTM are now 

centered on winter and long term projects. Sonny is in the middle of resto-
ration work on his coupe. Your Tech Director was able to get a detailed 
glimpse of Sonny's project during a visit to his workshop. The frame and 
front end  are completely together and have been painted. The coupe body 
has been media blasted, floor panels replaced and now awaits some minor 
rear panel rust repair. Header wood still needs to be replaced but it looks 
like the body is pretty close to being primered and painted. A newly over-
hauled engine waits in the wings for installation. The transmission and 
brakes have been rebuilt. Sonny is at present rebuilding the rear end. He 
has gone to a number of swap meets including Hershey and acquired other 
parts for replacement, including a beautiful radiator shell. Sonny said that 
he is shooting for a spring completion date. If the beautiful and meticulous 
job that he did building his show bike and his current work is any indication, 
Sonny will have a very good looking and well done restoration when he is 
finished. 
Another restoration project moving along nicely is Bob Martins Fordor.  
Acquiring the car partially disassembled, Bob has now removed the body 
from the frame. He has recently had the running gear media blasted and 
has undercoated and painted it. Upon disassembly of the transmission Bob 
found the case cracked. He was not set back for long. Bob followed up an 
add, given to him by Charlie, for someone selling a bunch of Model A parts. 
Included were the needed transmission case plus  three others and quite a 
bit of other "good stuff". Under the advice and with the help of Charlie the 
transmission and rear end were rebuilt and new brakes installed. After 
painting the running gear his newly rebuilt engine, transmission and radia-
tor were installed in the frame. New shocks were installed and now the 
running gear is mostly complete and waiting for the body and fenders. Bob 
tells me that they will be his long term project for this winter and beyond. 
Never the less Bob has made real good progress on his restoration project 
this fall. We will all be looking at another fine restoration driving on tour 
soon. 
Bob Russell's 28 steel back, another long term restoration project, is also 
progressing nicely. His previously chronicled wood replacement and stabili-
zation are finished. Bob has moved on to fabrication of needed metal 
pieces for the upper body. When this is completed the next step will be 
removal of the engine for repainting and spruce up of the engine compart-
ment. With warmer weather in the spring Bob intends to put on the new top 
and continue with painting and upholstery. 
You can keep posted on the progress of these projects and others by at-
tending our Wednesday Morning Technical Meetings * held each Wed. 
from approximately 6:00 AM  ???  till around 9:30 AM at HY VEE on Oak at 
54th street . We will see you there.  Have a very Merry Model A Christmas. 
* B.S. session and Breakfast 

Although always welcome, “Henry’s Ladies” are extended a special 
invitation to attend the Breakfast meeting on the Third Wednesday of 
each month, to enjoy each other’s camaraderie! At this meeting, you 
know you should always find other club ladies to share the table and a 
fun and interesting morning with!   

Another Western Auto ad from 1929.   
The term “balloon tire” is an interesting way to put it!  
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                                        M O D E L  “ A ”  R E S T O R E R S  C L U B  

                                        6 7 2 1  M e rr iman , G a rd en  C ity , M ich ig an  4 8 1 3 5  
 

                                                             M e m b e rsh ip  D u e s : R e g u la r  M a il :  U .S . $ 3 8 ; 
                                                            A ir  M a il :  U .S /C a n a d a  $ 5 0 , In te rn a tio n a l $ 56  fo r  th e  c a le n d a r  y e a r . 

                                                                  In c lu d e s  6  iss u e s  o f  M o d e l “ A ”  N e w s o v e r  a  c a le n d a r  y e a r . U .S . fu n d s  o n ly 

N a m e (P r in t)  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
S p o u se ’s  N am e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _
A d d ress  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _
C ity  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  S ta te  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Z IP  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
P h o n e  Nu m b er  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Is  i t  o k  to  l is t p h o n e  n u m b er  in  c lu b  ro s te r  (ye s  or  n o )?  _ _ _ _ _

S ig n a tu re  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 
E M A IL  ad d re ss   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _
             Is  i t  o k  to  l is t em a il  a d d re ss  in  c lu b  ro s te r  (ye s  o r  n o )? _ _ _ _ _ _  

C irc le  o n e :                     C h ec k   |  V isa   |  M as te r  C a rd   |  D isc o v e r  C a rd

C ard  N u m b e r_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _

E X P . D a te  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  la s t  3  d ig it  c o d e  o n  b a ck  o f  c red it  ca rd : _ _ _ _ _ _ _


