
  

Officers 
President: Harvey Roseberry 
Vice President:  Ron Anderson 
Secretary:          Malcolm McIntyre 
Treasurer:         Vickie Roseberry 
Activities: Eddie Griggs 
Activities: Bob Russell 
Publications:  Sherry Winkinhofer 
Sunshine/Concerns/Calling: Karol Russell 
Historian:  Joy Osborn  
Tech Advisor/Property: Walt Jones 
Membership: Ken “Wink” Winkinhofer  
Media/AV: Scott Forsen 
Webmaster: Dave Telles 
Purchasing:  Mary Ann Jones 
Director: Lyman Ridgeway 
Director:  Bill Auch 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries! 
Milton & Sharon Hessefort   02/13 
Arlo & Jeanne Hartman  02/19 
Pat & Alice Lawler   02/20 

 
Monthly Meeting 

 
The 1st Monday of the Month,  

6:00 dinner,7:00 meeting 
The American Legion, 92 Hwy & DD, 

 Smithville MO  
February 1st , 2010 

 

Board Meeting 
 

The 3rd Thursday of the Month, 7 pm 
The Mid-Continent Library 

Boardwalk Shopping Center, Barry Road and I-29 
February 18th, 2010 

 
Technical Meeting & Breakfast Club 

 

Meets every Wednesday 7:00 AM-10:00 AM 
HY-Vee, Englewood and N Oak 

 
Ice Cream & Socializing 

 

Every Saturday evening 6:00 PM 
Big Burger 

4700 NE Vivian Rd 

The ROAD RUNNER 

www.nwmomodela.com  February 2010 

MAFCA Charter MAFCA “Newsletter of the Year “ 2009, MARC “Honorable Men tion” 2008        MARC Region  

This has been a particularly rough month for our family, 
with the illness and death of Ken’s dad.  But one thing that 
has made it easier has been all our friends in this club.  It 
made me reflect on the fact that a little over two years 
ago, we didn’t know all these wonderful people.   

When we first started this hobby, it was all about the car.  
And while it’s still an important factor, more and more I’ve 
come to appreciate all the extraordinary people we’ve met 
through this club.  I can’t believe how much richer our life 
has become just because of one “:old car”.   Model A peo-
ple really are the greatest people in the world!. 

 
Happy A-ing to Everybody! 

Sherry Winkinhofer  

Newsletter Editor 

Editor’s Comments :  

Presidents comments : 

 

Feeling guilty I ventured out to my cold garage last night 
to check on my A.  Thought I may start on a small project 
to get my A ready for spring.  After only a short time in the 
cold garage I headed back inside.  My project will just 
have to wait for some sunshine and warmer tempera-
tures. 

January cold weather hasn't slowed down Club activi-
ties.  Club officers have been busy planning our 2010 
schedule.  Get ready to mark your calendars for some fun 
A events and great tours. 

Watch the Road Runner for our 2010 scheduled activi-
ties.  Thanks to all those who have helped get our 2010 
Club season off to a good start.  As the weather warms I 
plan to get back out to may garage and finish my A pro-
jects???? 

 A Ford Enthusiast 
 Harvey Roseberry  
President 

 

“ 

Melissa Spawn   02/02 
Vicky Roseberry  02/03 
Clarence Lawson  02/05 
Malcolm Mcintyre  02/07 
Sylvia Donius  02/15 

Marlynne Pugsley  02/22 
Dave Telles   02/22 
Beth Osborn   02/26 
Richard Rector   02/29 

One kind word can warm three winter months 
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Activities & Regional Events  

� Club Sponsored Activity 
� Club participation invited      

Deadline for the Next Road Runner  

The 20 th of the preceding month 
Email to roadrunner@nwmomodela.com 

 
Or mail to:   Sherry Winkinhofer    

14900 Green Briar Dr 
Smithville Mo. 64089 

 

Club Contact Information: 
 

President Harvey Roseberry – 816-614-2117 
All Officers: info@nwmoModelA.com 
Tours and Activities:  tours@nwmomodela.com 
Publications:  RoadRunner@nwmoModelA.com  
Membership:  membership@nwmoModelA.com 
Webmaster: webguy@nwmoModelA.com 
Tech Advisor: techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

Visit www.nwmomodela.com today!  

 
The club website is maintained by 

Webmaster Dave Telles 
Please email any info, pictures, 

 questions & suggestions to 
info@nwmoModelA .com  

 

 
 
 
 

� � Feb 1st NWMO Model A Ford Club Meeting � �  
American Legion, Smithville MO  

(see front page for details) 
 

Feb 5-6 Sunflower Swap Meet  
Kansas Coliseum, 85th St. North & I-135, Wichita, Kansas  

Fri-8:00 a.m.-6:00 pm; Sat 8:00 am-4:00pm 
$5 per Vehicle Parking or $7 for 2-Day Pass 

http://www.wichitaas.com 
 

� � March 1st NWMO Model A Ford Club Meeting � �  
American Legion, Smithville MO  

Silent Auction! 
 

March 18-19 20th Annual Intn’l Pre-War Swap Meet  
Grady County Fairgrounds, Chickasha, Oklahoma 

Contact: Mike or Susie Ersland (405)224-9090 
Email: information@pwsm.com 

 
�March 20—1st Garage Night  

Bob Russells—details in March Newsletter 
 

�March 27—Shakedown Cruise  
—details in March Newsletter 

 

 
 
 
 

Apr 9-11 MARC Membership Meet  
Sycamore A Region, Terre Haute, IN 

http://2010marcmeet.com/tours 
 

�Apr 17th Guided Tour, Truman Library  
Details in April Newsletter 

 
�Apr 24th “Out-N-Back” Lunch Trip  

Details in April Newsletter 
 

Jun 7-11 Meadowlark A’s Regional Meet  
Crown Plaza, 655 No. 108th Ave., Omaha, NE.   

Email: meadowlarks@omahaneb.org  
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org  

 
Jun 14-18 2010 MARC National Meet  

French Lick, IN 
http://2010marcmeet.com/ 

 
Jun 19-27 Pony Express Model A Tour , 

St Joseph MO—Sacramento CA 
 

 Aug 1-6 MAFCA International Meet  
Vancouver, BC, Canada 

 

Next Meeting— Come join the fun!   

February come listen to James Rojas and his 
saxophone.   

James plays 40 and 50’s music  and also 
takes special requests!  

 Although he will performing solo, he is also part of a 
band that plays regularly at the Argosy Casino in R iver-
side.   

It ought to be some hot music to warm up a cold mon th!  
See you there! 

"Departure places and times for events will be published on the Web Site and Newsletter the month prior to the event".  

Shirt Raffle  

Ok, the February meeting is the last-last opportu-
nity to buy raffle tickets for this shirt since illness 
prevented me from making the January meeting!  
I’ll have tickets at the meeting and the winner WILL 
be drawn that night! 

Good Luck! 

Thank you-  
Our family wishes to thank all the wonderful Model A friends who 
have expressed condolences and provided support regarding the 
loss of Ken’s dad this month.  With friends like you, it makes the 
rough times so much more bearable!   

Gratefully,    
Ken, Sherry & Liz Winkinhofer 
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Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club Meeting 

January 4th, 2010 American Legion Hall Smithville, MO 7:00 pm 

Treasurer’s Report  – Approved as read 

It was discussed at the last board meeting to have an independent audit of our books.  Joy Osborn and Eldon Stamp have 
agreed to conduct the audit pending approval by the club.  A motion was made by Sherri McIntyre and seconded by Bob Hesse-
fort to have the audit completed.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Membership : Scott reported that we have 42 members.   We have 2 new members and 3 guests. 

Activities :   Bob reported that our next activity will be the Wichita Swap Meet Feb 5th.  There is a signup sheet for interested per-
sons.  The shakedown cruise will be March 27th.  An April activity being considered is either the Truman Library or the Steam-
boat Arabia.   May 12th is scheduled for the second Veteran’s Home visit in Cameron.    May 22nd will be a new feature, an Out-N
-Back Lunch to just head out from the Legion Hall to a lunch destination and to come back.   May 23rd is the Atchison Fly-In.  
Eddie reported on the MAFCA regional June 7th-11th and would like to organize a tour along the way. 

Concerns :  Karol read the January birthdays and anniversaries.    Karol sent a Christmas card to Quenten Kerr. 

Technical Advisor:  Walt passed around a signup sheet for the monthly garage nights. 

Purchasing:  Mary Ann showed the new vests that are available for $25 in all sizes.  Joy Osborn had ordered hats which have 
arrived. 

Historian :  Joy needs photos, especially from the activities that they missed.   Joy asked that the photos be labeled from what 
activity they are from. 

Webmaster:  Dave reported that he has all of the email addresses updated for the 2010 officers on the website. 

Media Specialist :   Scott had nothing to report. 

Director :   Lyman revealed that the mystery member for the month was Terry Richardson. 

Vice President :  Ron reminded that new members get a goodie bag, and renewals get a club decal.   Rob also asked for ideas 
for entertainment. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30.   Respectfully submitted Malcolm McIntyre 

 

Mystery Member!  
Our Mystery Member for January was Terry Richardson!   

(Sonny Norris knew this one, and let us know via email!) 
 
February Mystery Member 
Had a pet skunk for a year that was never deodorized. Drove a Model A 
into a wall when he/she was twelve. Found a pirate ship’s cannon while 
skin diving-is now mounted in back yard. Had an experience with some-
one in the lavatory of a DC-9. Participated in an Atom Bomb blast. At-
tended numerous Kansas City Chief's games in the coach's suite. Went 
through grade school and high school with future spouse. 
 
Who is it? 

�Sunshine/Concerns� 
 

Karol Russell is our new Sunshine/
Concerns lady!  If you know any-
body in need of a card or phone 
call, please let her know. And, if 
you just want to share the news of 
a happy event, such as a new 
grandbaby or a wedding, let her 
know that too!  
 

Call 816-628-3929 
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More on Hubleys! 
Submitted by Malcolm McIntyre 

Last club meeting Neil Isaacs and Jenny Franke from Heart of America Model A Club (and now new members of the Northwest 
Missouri Model A Ford Club!) gave a presentation on Hubley Model A models.   Neil prepared 2 cars for last year’s regional in 
Colorado and Jenny won first prize, with Neil coming in second.   With the upcoming regional in Omaha this summer several 
members in our club have expressed an interest in preparing and entering cars for this event.    If you missed the last meeting, or 
just want a refresher on what this is all about, I’ll split this into two parts:  the cars, and the race. 

 The cars are 1/24 scale die cast metal models produced from ~1959-2000.  Originally produced by the Hubley company, 
they were purchased by Gilbert in 1965.  In 1980 when CBS Toys purchased Gilbert production was stopped but resumed about 
10 years later by ERTL until finally halted again ~2000.   The models can be found sold under the 3 names of Hubley, Gilbert 
and Scale Models.   The kits are basically the same although the later kits have some chromed plastic parts.   There are 7 body 
styles available:  Sedan, Phaeton, Victoria, Roadster Pickup, Station Wagon, Roadster and Coupe.   Those of us that own Tu-
dor’s – now is your chance to get that other type of Model A you always wanted. 

The kits are available on ebay and occasionally swap meets.   The Hubley kits tend to go for the most money while the newer 
Scale Models versions are usually the cheapest.    When purchasing a kit that is open, 
make sure all of the parts are there.  These aren’t like real Model A’s, if a piece is miss-
ing you can’t order a replacement from a catalog.   Also, make sure the instructions are 
there.  It will make assembly much easier. (Unless you’re a guy and don’t read them 
anyway.)   The kits are a combination of metal and plastic held together by screws.   The 
frame, body shell, engine, and driveline are metal.   The seats, wheels and tops are 
plastic.  As previously stated, the model is die cast, meaning they poured pot metal into 
a die for each of the metal pieces.   There is a LOT of flashing to be removed before 
assembly can commence.  The kits contained a file but a Dremel tool works much eas-
ier.  Also some parts are cast in with others, such as the fan blade and head being cast 
inside the frame part.  Since these were designed to be static models their level of detail 
is very high, and they make a fine looking car when assembled. 

 The race consists of pitting usually 2 cars against each other on an elevated 
track 40’ long and “racing” them by simultaneous release.   The maximum weight is 1 lb 5 oz and weight can be added to lighter 
cars to bring them up to this maximum weight (the Station Wagon is the heaviest).   There are rough rules and tips on the 
MAFCA website.  The two main racing tips are to assemble the steering so it’s locked rather than movable, and the sand, polish 
and dry lubricate the wheels and brake drums so they turn well against each other.  No liquid lubricants are allowed.   The tracks 
typically have an electronic timing system and then a catch area at the bottom to slow the cars.  Races are elimination style. 

 I personally have several of the kits that I plan to assemble and I think it would be a great activity for the club.  As with 
any model, you can put the level of detail into it that you want for racing, and you can also make the car to look like a miniature 
version of your own car.   Hopefully there are more of you out there that would like to get involved and build your own Model A. 

January Meeting 01/04/10  

 Following a excellent meal at the American Legion, 
Neil Isaacs and Jenny Franke gave a great program 
about Hubley Racing.  As newcomers to the sport, 
they placed 1st and 2nd at the regional in Breckin-
ridge.  Displaying their cars and talking about how 
what a great time they had, it was plain to see how 
much fun this activity can be!  Another facet to the 
Model A fellowship!   

The business meeting as usual conducted the rou-
tine affairs of the club, and a lot of time was spent 
discussing upcoming events.   

The March meeting will again feature the Silent Auc-
tion, so get your items ready!  This has always been 
a great fundraiser for our club, and a lot of fun too! 

Our Tour Directors already have the calendar chock 
full of activities for the spring and summer.   Garage 
nights are starting up again next month, so watch the 
calendar for these great get-togethers.  Our first 
shakedown cruise is also upcoming in March, so it 
will be a great Model A month!  

 Are your cars ready? Hope to see you at all of the 
above!! 
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The battery can arguably be considered 
the heart of Model A systems. Too often 
during routine automotive maintenance 
the battery is forgotten. 

What are the elements of battery mainte-
nance? Before we answer that question 
let's do a thumbnail review of the parts of 
the battery and its operation. 

The physical components of a battery 
consists of the case, usually made of 
some type of rubber material, the plates 
and terminal posts, made of lead, the 
electrolyte is a liquid, usually dilute sulfu-
ric acid.  

The plates and the electrolyte chemically 
react under the right conditions to cause 
chemical energy to be converted into 
electrical energy. The case is divided into 
sections. Each section has two sets of 
plates: one set form positive plates and 
the other form the negative plates.  

The size and number of the plates in 
each cell determines the capacity in 
terms of ampere-hours that the battery 
will supply. The number of individual cells 
or independent divisions of the battery 
determines its voltage.  

Each cell supplies approximately two 
volts when fully charged. The sections 
are connected in series. Therefore, a bat-
tery with three independent divisions 
would supply 6 volts, and one with six 
independent divisions would supply 12 
volts when fully charged. 

The battery then is not a static item as it 
might at first appear but a dynamic one 
and as such demands a certain level of 
maintenance to keep it in optimum shape. 

 The case itself should be kept fastened 
down so that vibration and jolting do not 
cause it to be abraded or cracked. The 
electrolyte may be boiled from the vents 
in the fill caps during charging. This elec-
trolyte can then form a conductive path 
between the terminal posts on top of the 
battery .To prevent this the battery should 
be inspected and the top wiped clean with 
a rag and clear water.  

At this time it is probably a good idea to 
remove the cable connecters from the 
terminal posts. Inspect and clean the 
posts and  connecters. This is  much eas-
ier via the use of a specially designed 
brush for this purpose. These brushes 
may be obtained at any automotive sup-
ply store.   

Wear a breathing mask and be careful 
not to breathe in the lead dust from this 
cleaning process as it is toxic.. When the 
connections are re- established coat them 
with grease to reduce corrosion. 

 The electrolyte must be maintained at 

the proper level. As the battery is charged 
hydrogen gas is produced and the elec-
trolyte is boiled spitting out of the top vent 
holes as mentioned.  

Over a period of time this action will ne-
cessitate the addition of distilled water to 
bring the electrolyte level to the proper 
height above the lead plates. If left too 
low the exposed plates may sulfate and 
cause failure.  

Proper level is also necessary for the bat-
tery to be able to charge properly. Cau-
tion: use only steam distilled water to fill 
the cells; any other type may contain im-
purities that will cause battery failure. Be 
careful when adding water as the electro-
lyte could splash up on you. Also be sure 
and wear safety goggles and remove jew-
elry whenever you work with batteries. 

The specific gravity of the electrolyte indi-
cates the state of charge of the battery. A 
battery in the discharged state will have 
an electrolyte that is mostly water. A bat-
tery in the fully charged state will have an 
electrolyte of mostly acid. This level is 
measured with a hydrometer and refer-
enced at a certain temperature with the 
addition or subtraction of points above or 
below the reference temp. A fully charged 
battery will show a specific gravity 
above1.275 at 70 degrees Fahrenheit 
with the necessity of adding .001 point for 
each three degrees above or subtract-
ing .001 point  for each three degrees 

below 70 degrees F. A SG of  1.150 indi-
cates a discharged state and a SG of 
1.200 indicates a partly charged state. All 
cells should be within 25 points of one 
and other. A cell with a considerable dif-
ference in SG indicates cell failure.   

The specific gravity (and therefore the 
state of charge) is regulated by the 
charge rate of the charger. In some older 
chargers and even with newer more ex-
pensive ones this rate is variable.  

The process would be that you would set 
it at a certain number of amperes  say 8 
amperes and leave it charging for  ap-
proximately  8 hrs then decrease the 
charge rate to 5 amperes, measuring the 
SG every so often  when the SG gets to a 
point between 12.75 and 13.00 and no 
longer rises the  battery is fully charged. 
At the  fully charged point the battery 
should indicate its proper terminal voltage 
on a voltmeter, either 6v or 12v, and have 
the proper capacity. If you do not have a 
charger that has a variable charge current 
rate one with a switchable voltage level 
will have to be used. 

One  way to measure the effectiveness 
(charge level and capacity)  of the battery 
is  to measure its voltage under load. Ter-
minal voltage should be maintained and 
not fall off significantly during the test. 
Instruments for this measurement can be 
purchased at most automotive stores. 

 The elements of good battery mainte-
nance then are to: 

Prevent corrosion - clean terminals 
until they are bright and paint 
them with grease. Keep the top of 
the battery clean. 

Prevent loose connections – check 
and tighten them. 

 Prevent low electrolyte level - make 
it a practice to check and add 
water if necessary at least every 
two weeks. 

 Prevent a discharge condition -  test 
specific gravity with a hydrometer 
adjust charging as necessary. 

Battery Maintenance  

The electrolyte must 
be maintained at the 

proper level.  

Walt Jones, Tech Editor 

The battery demands  
a certain level of  

maintenance  

Measure the effectiveness 
of the battery by measur-
ing its voltage under load 
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1930 

1929 1928 

1931 

Four Years of Fashion  

I thought that this month, it would be fun to compare how fashions changed 
over the four years of our car.  Some of the changes are obvious, while oth-
ers are subtle.  And of course, these four pictures cannot even begin to 
cover all the styles out there, but I think they give a good idea of some ba-
sics.   

Look over these pictures and see if you can spot the differences!  An obvi-
ous one is the way the waist line started out low, and moved up until it is at 
it’s natural location.  The hemlines quite obviously moved down too!  
There’s more flowing and bias cut to the dress and lower skirt area, the 
dresses soften the lines and don’t look so straight and flat as time pro-
ceeded.  And let’s not forget the hats—check out how the forehead gets 
more and more exposed.  In 1928, barely any hair shows, and by 1931, 
you can also see the whole side of the head, (to better show of the popular 
Marcel curls!) 

All of these pictures are from vintage magazine ads I found on flickr.com.  
Go explore, there are lots more fashions to check out! 

Cereal Cakes with Bacon  

An interesting use for oatmeal from the 
1928 “Pictorial Review” magazine, a 
ladies publication chock full of recipes, 
fashions, and dramatic stories!  - from  
my private collection—Editor 
 
“If there is cereal left from breakfast, it 
can be used to advantage in another 
form for the family lunch.  These forms 
are so many and the results of combin-
ing cooked cereal with more savory or 
flavorful food are so good that it is worth 
while to cook cereal in extra amounts”   

 

3 Cupfuls cold Oatmeal 
1 Tablespoonful Minced Onion 
1 Teaspoonful Minced Parsley 
Salt 
Pepper  
Corn-Meal 
Bacon 

 

Mix the seasonings with the oatmeal 
and form into small cakes.  Roll in the 
corn-meal.  Put in a greased baking pan 
and place strips of bacon on the top.  
Bake in a hot oven 9450 Deg F) until the 
bacon is crisp.  Serve for breakfast or 
luncheon.  As the piece de resistance of 
a  breakfast, luncheon, or Sunday-night 
supper this dish is unsurpassed.  It is 
easy of execution and quickly made, 
advantages not to be gainsaid in the 
maidless household.   
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Model A Mystery Part  
This is common part for a Model A.  Do you know what it is?   

For “Bragging Rights”, put your answer on a postcard and 
send it to:  

Walt Jones 
1019 NE 113th Terr 

Kansas City MO 64155 
 

Or email Walt at: 
 techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

 
If you have an idea for a mystery part, send a picture to the 
below email! And check the website for others! 

 
 

Last Month’s mystery part: 

This odd shaped part is a “Steering 
Spindle Double Arm”  This part is 
not presently reproduced, but if you 
supply the part, they will put new 
stainless steel balls on it.   

Bob Hess knew this part, as 
always, anyone else guess 
right?  Let us know! 

Tech tip for February 2010  

Many Model A suppliers are selling LED tail light con-
version kits.  The LED lights are a nice upgrade from 
the incandescent bulb.  They are super bright and 
don’t get hot or draw a lot of current.   

I have received a couple of calls from folks who after 
installing the LED kit complain that the turn signals will not flash.  
This is because the original thermal flasher, Ideal# 550(12 volt) 
or #535(6 volt), are designed for the higher resistance of incan-
descent bulbs.  In order to make the turn signals work you must 
change out the thermal flasher with an electronic type.  Several 
of the kits fail to mention this in their instructions.   

You can purchase the electronic flasher from some 
Model A part suppliers at the same time you pur-
chase the LED kit or you can also buy them at any 
auto parts store.  For 12 volt ask for an Ideal# 750 
or Tridon# EL13. NAPA uses the EL13 part num-
ber as well.  These are 3 terminal units.  I have not been able to 
find 2 terminal electronic flashers nor have I been able to find 6 
volt electronic flashers of any type that will work on Model A turn 
signals. 

Happy motoring: 

Bob Hess 

Picture courtesy of  
“Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts 

www.brattons.com 

Walt’s Tech Tip 
Walt Jones, Tech Editor 

When grinding valves on a Model-A ford, much time can be saved if a light compression spring is slipped 
over the valve stem, and the valve guide is installed upside down.  

Then a rubber band  can be slipped around the guide. This will hold the guide together so that the entire 
assembly can be pulled out, when removing the valve to check the grinding job. The spring will tend to 
force the guide in position when replacing the assembly for further grinding. 

For the next Mystery Member! 

You don’t have to have met a President or a movie 
star.  You don’t have to have had exotic adven-
tures or kissed Phyllis Diller!  But everybody has 
lived a unique life, and everybody has a story to 
tell.   

Please share a little of your story with Lyman, and 
he’ll help highlight things that will be of interest that 
you might not have even considered! 

The Mystery member column really helps us learn 
more about our fellow club members.  Help Lyman, 
volunteer your story to share! 

2010 Dues are overdue! 

If you haven’t paid your dues, 
this may be the last newsletter 
you receive!   

If you’re not sure if you’ve paid, 
check the address label on this 
newsletter.  If there’s a star, its 
time to send that payment so you 
don’t miss out on any of the fun! 
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For Sale / Wanted  
To place an ad send your information to info@nwmoMo delA.com, or call or send to Sherry Winkinhofer 816 -532-3133 

As a service to our members, the three area Model A clubs have decided to mutually share our classified ads sections!  
(this will include Model A specific items only.)   

For Sale: 36” x 24” industrial push cart $100; Mac Tools Die 
Grinder $25 
Contact: Terry Richardson  Phone 816-640-2984 

Wanted: Round Warner speedometer for 1931 Model A. 
Must be re-buildable.  
Contact: Delbert Felts phone: 913-845-3113 

For Sale :  5 each 17” wheels for sale $100.00 
Contact: Lance Burton phone: 816-809-8648 

Wanted : Any and all Model A sheet metal parts.  Will con-
sider any condition. 
Contact: Jim Huseby 816-690-8464,816-690-6831 

SPRING TUNE UP  
by Bob Russell 

 
Yes ladies and gentlemen spring is fast approaching. Soon it will be time to get our Model A’s out of hibernation and ready them 
for the summer fun of cruising and touring. But wait a minute! Are our cars really ready to go? There are a few things that we can 
do to insure that we will have a trouble free cruising season. 

First and foremost, if we did not put “Sta-Bil” or something similar in our gas tank last fall, a fresh tank of gas is a must for the 
health and well being of our carburetor. 

Second, an oil change and a check of other fluids (the radiator, transmission and differential) should be accomplished along with 
a complete lube job and a check of tire condition and air pressures (34psi) - remember the spare. 

Third, let’s do a “TUNE UP” on our engine. You all do remember what a tune up is, Don’t you? It was a procedure accomplished 
“way back when” to all of our cars in the 40’s and 50’s that almost guaranteed that we would have a smooth running engine. 

A “TUNE UP” on a Model A would go something like the following: 

Clean and gap the Spark Plugs (replace if necessary). 

(Gap is .035 inch and recommended torque is 25 Ft. Lbs.) 
 

Check the general condition of all ignition wiring including the brass spark plug connectors (any cracks are rea-
son for replacement). 

 

Remove the distributor cap and check the points gap (.020 inch) with a “feeler gage” and the general condition of 
the points and condenser (it would not be a bad idea to replace these if you have not done so in the last cou-
ple of years). 

 

Check the ignition timing. 

Rotate the engine so that #1 cylinder is at top dead center and insert timing pin into recess in timing gear. 

With spark lever retarded (up) connect a six volt light across the points. 

With ignition switch “ON” move spark lever down (light should come “ON” at first or second notch down on spark 
lever). If light does not illuminate until after second notch the timing is off and must be reset. The procedure to 
set timing is described in detail in several different articles including the “Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook 
by Les Andrews”. 

 

Replace distributor cap, clean out the fuel filter bowl, start the engine and let it warm up. 
 

Adjust the idle speed (400 RPM) and the idle air bleed screw for smooth running. 
 

Lastly, wash, clean wax and polish our Model A until it really shines. The “A” will look better and you will feel better. 

With all of the above accomplished we can now confidentially look forward to our “shakedown cruise” knowing that we will have a 
good looking and smooth running Model A. 

Look for an article next month on how to utilize a “Dwell Meter” and “Timing Light” (1950’s inventions) to check the points gap 
and ignition timing faster and more accurately. 
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It’s the middle of winter, and all of our 
cars are put away right now.  The roads 
have been covered with snow for the 
longest period in recent memory and the 
car hobby is quiet here.   However, Janu-
ary has become known for auto auctions, 
specifically in the Phoenix and Scottsdale 
Arizona areas.   It seems that every major 
auction company has a big event.   Bar-
rett-Jackson has become the well known 
player but Mecum, Russo & Steele and 
RM also have auctions.    Many people 
watch these auctions on TV and dream of 
buying their next car, which brings me to 
the topic of the day – buying an old car.   I 
don’t claim to be an expert but I have 
bought a number of vehicles using a vari-
ety of methods so I thought I would share 
a little of that experience. 

 Many of us have a Model A but 
others in the club are still looking for their 
first car, or may be looking for another 
car.   How do you go about finding a car?   
Historically you would have looked on the 
corner used car lot or in the classified 
section of your local newspaper.   Times 
have changed, and now old cars are a 
separate commodity with their own sales 
network.   You can still find cars in the 
classified section of the paper, I know of 
one member who purchased his Model A 
that way, and I remember seeing the ad 
in the paper.   The more modern version 
of the local classified is Craigslist.org.   
This free web based service is divided 
into regions around major cities.  Kansas 
City has a region and there are lots of 
cars offered for sale.   The advantage is 
that these are local cars that you can go 
look at and evaluate.  The downside is 
that the information in the ads is scarce at 
best so follow up for more information 
and photos is almost always required to 
even begin to evaluate the item.    I have 
purchased a tool box for my son’s truck 
off Craigslist and the transaction went 
fine, but do use common sense in un-
known situations.   Do not agree to meet 

someone at a time or in an area you are 
uncomfortable with. 

 EBay is another avenue for find-
ing and old car.  There are a large num-
ber of vehicles offered for sale, by both 
dealers and individuals.   I purchased my 
1959 Buick off of eBay.   If car is too far 
away to go look at first, see if a friend, or 
member from another car club local to 
that area can look at it for you.   In my 
case the seller sent me about a hundred 
up close and detailed pictures of the car, 
and I talked to him on the telephone sev-
eral times evaluating the cars condition 
and his reason for selling.   Remember 
though to do your homework, once the 
auction ends the car is yours whether it 
meets your expectations or not.   Our 
transaction worked out fine, and we ex-
changed a money order for the title and 
drove the car 700 miles back to Kansas 
City.  Speaking of titles, make sure any 
car that you look at has a clear title.  Get-
ting a title for an old car is a huge hassle 
at best, and sometimes can be impossi-
ble if there are conflicting numbers on it.   
If the vehicle is listed as “bill of sale only”, 
I’m no longer interested.  Get the VIN, 
serial number, engine number or body tag 
numbers on any vehicle you are inter-
ested in.   Obviously with Model A’s the 
numbers tell you very little, but with later 
models you can tell if the vehicle is its 
original color, its options, or the model it’s 
claimed to be.   You can also decode 
what plant it was made in, and the date of 
manufacture.  Another important item is 
to make sure the car has a clean history.   
There have been several stories recently 
of cars being sold and then discovered to 
have been stolen in the past.   The most 
recent story was of a VW bus that was 
stolen in 1974.   It had been recently pur-
chased for $20,000 only to find it had 
been stolen earlier in its history.   The 
buyer is out his money and the car went 
to the insurance company since they paid 
off the original claim. 

EBay can offer items at reserve 
or without reserve.  The reserve is the 
minimum price that the seller will take for 
the car, and if the price does not meet 
this reserve, they do not need to sell the 
car.   EBay has auction fees which are 
levied on the seller but typically are re-
flected in the offering price of the car.   If 
you bid on an item and it doesn’t meet 
reserve and you are interested in it, you 
can contact the seller and see what the 
reserve was.   If you were close in price 
perhaps a deal can be worked out, but 
remember to make the transaction within 
eBay or you forfeit the fraud protections 
that they offer.  EBay uses a feedback 
system that allows buyers to rate the 
seller.   Be sure and check what com-
ments others have made about the seller.  
Another item to be wary of are shills.   A 
shill is a bidder who is either the seller or 
someone acting on behalf of the seller, 
bidding on the item only to raise its price, 
not with the intention of buying the item.   
We found a nice 1928 Tudor for sale on 
eBay and discovered it to be a local car.   
I contacted the seller and arranged to go 
look at the car.   The current price on 
eBay (no reserve auction) was very at-
tractive and the car itself upon inspection 
was very nice.   The seller however, was 
an old car dealer (which we didn’t know 
until we arrived at the address) and of-
fered the car to us at a much higher price 
than the current auction price.   Sensing 
our lack of interest he boasted that we 
weren’t going to get the car on eBay any 
cheaper so we might as well deal in per-
son.   Since the auction was no-reserve I 
knew immediately he had to have an ille-
gal shill bidder set up, so we walked out. 

(continues in the March edition) 

Thoughts on Buying a Model A (Part 1 of 2)  

Submitted by Malcolm McIntyre 
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Wed’s Technical Meeting & Breakfast  
 
"Wed. 12-23—Had a 
nice group at the 
Technical Meeting 
this morning. There 
was some discus-
sion concerning welding and cutting gas tanks. John 
voiced thoughts on his interest in late 31 pick-
ups. Another subject  discussed concerned Henry 
Ford building concrete ships  during WW2 

Wed. 12-30- Discussion this day concerned Bills re-
placement of his front spring which is sagging down 
and resting on his front axle, giving a rather rough 
ride. Another subject concerned the merits of old 
stock shocks verses newer tubular style. 

Wed. 1-6-A large group for the Tech. Mtg. today. 
There were several discussions at various locations at 
the table.   Bob R mentioned winter repair items that 
he is working on. Among these are fixing rumble seat 
hinges and body repair to his trunk lid. Excitement is 
growing concerning the upcoming swap meet at Wich-
ita and plans for attendance are being made. 

Wed. 1-13-16 Model Aer's in attendance at our Tech. 
Meeting today. A recheck with Bill found that he had 
been able to get his new front spring mounted, after 
some trouble getting the shackles to line up properly. 
He also mentioned his intention to install new shocks 
and the difficulty of this project was discussed. Cla-
rence mentioned that he knew of a good place to 
have club hats made. Bob Martin brought up the idea 
of a local vender list with the names of venders that 
various club members could recommend. 

Please Come and join us  Wednesday mornings at Hy
-Vee on Oak street for Model A fellowship and break-
fast. We would love to see you.  

Reported by Walt Jones, Tech Director 

 

Although always welcome, “Henry’s Ladies” are extended a spe-
cial invitation to attend the Breakfast meeting on the Third 
Wednesday of each month, to enjoy each other’s camaraderie! 
At this meeting, you know you should always find other club la-
dies to share the table and a fun and interesting morning with!   

Don’t forget to check out  

“The Plain Ol’ A’s” website! 
www.plainolas.com-website  

This club invites us on many of their outings and w e really 
appreciate their friendship! 

New Members! 
 

 

Please welcome our newest members— 
 

Neil Isaacs & Jenny Franke 
 
Our club keeps growing and so does the fun.  Tell our 
new friends “HELLO!” when you see them at the next  
meeting or event! 

 

My FIRST “A” 

I’m looking for pictures  and/or stories of your FIRST Model A.  Doesn’t 
have to be the one you have now, or be one that you restored or even 
one your owned. !  Just that car that’s responsible for your current love 
affair with this beautiful old classic!  

From Tom McRady: 

Circa 1940-41? Removing my muddy chains after 1/4 mile 
of 8” mud.  Salvation!  New Roosevelt gravel straight to 
Arrow Rock!  No muddy shirt this time! 


