
  

Officers 
President: Harvey Roseberry 
Vice President:  Ron Anderson 
Secretary:          Malcolm McIntyre 
Treasurer:         Vickie Roseberry 
Activities: Eddie Griggs 
Activities: Bob Russell 
Publications:  Sherry Winkinhofer 
Sunshine/Concerns/Calling: Karol Russell 
Historian:  Joy Osborn  
Tech Advisor/Property: Walt Jones 
Membership: Ken “Wink” Winkinhofer  
Media/AV: Scott Forsen 
Webmaster: Dave Telles 
Purchasing:  Mary Ann Jones 
Director: Lyman Ridgeway 
Director:  Bill Auch 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries! 
John & Elizabeth Osborn  03/13 
Clyde & Marquita Pace   03/15 
Bob & Donna Dunham  03/18 
Sonny & Stacie Norris  03/22 

 

Monthly Meeting 
 

The 1st Monday of the Month,  
6:00 dinner,7:00 meeting 

The American Legion, 92 Hwy & DD, 
 Smithville MO  

March 1st , 2010 
 

Board Meeting 
 

The 3rd Thursday of the Month, 7 pm 
The Mid-Continent Library 

Boardwalk Shopping Center, Barry Road and I-29 
March 18th, 2010 

 

Technical Meeting & Breakfast Club 
 

Meets every Wednesday 6:00 AM-10:00 AM 
HY-Vee, Englewood and N Oak 

 

Ice Cream & Socializing 
 

Every Saturday evening 6:00 PM 
Big Burger 

     4700 NE Vivian Rd 

The ROAD RUNNER 

www.nwmomodela.com  March 2010 

MAFCA Charter MAFCA “Newsletter of the Year “ 2009, MARC “Honorable Men tion” 2008        MARC Region  

You know, normally February is a really slow month for the Model A 
hobby.  So what does that mean when I had to add extra pages to 
this months’ edition to make it all fit!?  

It means that we have a lot of fun going on all year round in this club, 
that’s what it means!  And far from worrying about what to use for 
filler, like I thought would be my biggest problem when I first started 
doing this, the contributions of articles from members just keeps get-
ting better and better!  I just love it!   

A club publication is so much better when it’s made up of diverse arti-
cles and items contributed by a wide range of people.  If I only printed 
stuff that I was interested in, you would all quickly get tired of reading 
about fashion, jewelry, etc (and a few car articles, I have to admit!).  
But when you find something that interests you, and send it in to 
share, that just expands the coverage so much!  So as long as you 
keep sending it, I’ll keep finding room to share it!  Keep up the good 
work!  
  

Happy A-ing to Everybody! 

Sherry Winkinhofer  

Newsletter Editor 

Editor’s Comments :  

Presidents comments : 

Don't know about you but I am getting tired of this winter weather.  I 
did notice that the days are getting longer which is a good sign,  Now 
is the time to give some thought and planning to the Regional Tour 
and Pony Express Tour.  Applications for both tours are  out.  Hotel 
reservations are sometimes hard to come by in the summer 
months.  Check with Bob Russell Eddie Griggs for current applica-
tions and tour information. 

 Reminder that our March club meeting is our annual silent auc-
tion.  This is  a special club activity that is always fun. I would also like 
to remind everyone to thank Road Runner advertisers for their sup-
port.  Advertising revenue goes along way to help keep our publishing 
and mailing cost under control. 

 Traveled to Wichita swap meet, counted 15 or 16 club members in 
attendance.  If you can't drive your A spending time chasing parts and 
being with Model A friends is always a good substitute. 

  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our March meeting.   

  

 A Ford Enthusiast 
 Harvey Roseberry  
President 

 

“ 

Robert Sitzman 03/13 
John Osborn     03/16 
Tom Beardsley  03/23 
Tom McRady     03/24 
Jim  Shaw           03/26 
Walter Jones      03/30 

Marquita Pace        03/07 
Donna Martian         03/12 
Jeanne Beardsley    03/13 
Marilyn Griggs         03/16 
Alice Lawler             03/24 

“If you're lucky enough to be Irish, then you're lu cky enough.” 
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Activities & Regional Events  

� Club Sponsored Activity 
� Club participation invited      

Deadline for the Next Road Runner  

The 20 th of the preceding month 
Email to roadrunner@nwmomodela.com 

 
Or mail to:   Sherry Winkinhofer    

14900 Green Briar Dr 
Smithville Mo. 64089 

 

Club Contact Information: 
 

President Harvey Roseberry – 816-614-2117 
All Officers: info@nwmoModelA.com 
Tours and Activities:  tours@nwmomodela.com 
Publications:  RoadRunner@nwmoModelA.com  
Membership:  membership@nwmoModelA.com 
Webmaster: webguy@nwmoModelA.com 
Tech Advisor: techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

Visit www.nwmomodela.com today!  

 
The club website is maintained by 

Webmaster Dave Telles 
Please email any info, pictures, 

 questions & suggestions to 
info@nwmoModelA .com  

 

 
� � March 1st NWMO Model A Ford Club Meeting � �  

American Legion, Smithville MO  
Silent Auction! 

 
March 18-19 20th Annual Intn’l Pre-War Swap Meet  

Grady County Fairgrounds, Chickasha, Oklahoma 
Contact: Mike or Susie Ersland (405)224-9090 

Email: information@pwsm.com 
 

�March 20—1st Garage Night  
Bob Russell's—details on page 5 

 
�March 27—Shakedown Cruise  

Details below 
 

Apr 9-11 MARC Membership Meet  
Sycamore A Region, Terre Haute, IN 

http://2010marcmeet.com/tours 
 

 
Apr 10-11  Shrine  Swap Meet  

Route 50 & Route 291, Lee's Summit MO 
816-923-6220 for more info 

 
�Apr 17th Guided Tour, Truman Library  

Details in April Newsletter 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�Apr 24th “Out-N-Back” Lunch Trip  
Details in April Newsletter 

 
�May 15th—Veteran’s Appreciation Day  

Veterans Home, Cameron MO 
Wear your vintage outfits!  

 
May 29th—Atchinson Fly-In  

 
Jun 7-11 Meadowlark A’s Regional Meet  

Crown Plaza, 655 No. 108th Ave., Omaha, NE.   
Email: meadowlarks@omahaneb.org  

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org  
 

Jun 14-18 2010 MARC National Meet  
French Lick, IN 

http://2010marcmeet.com/ 
 

Jun 19-27 Pony Express Model A Tour , 
St Joseph MO—Sacramento CA 

 
 Aug 1-6 MAFCA International Meet  

Vancouver, BC, Canada 
 

Next Meeting— Come join the 
fun!   

It’s Silent Auction Time!  Bring your 
items to sell, and your money to buy!  
I think there’s going to be some great 
bargains again this year!  I know 
Lyman’s hoping Margaret ‘s baking another gooseberr y 
pie, and Judy’s been crocheting some scarves!   

Remember, whatever you bring to sell is a donation to the 
club, with the sale price going to the club.  But i t’s an 
easy and fun way to help build the treasury while f inding 
some treasures at the same time!  See you there!  

"Departure places and times for events will be published on the Web Site and Newsletter the month prior to the event".  

Shirt Winner!  — 

Watch for winner Malcolm McIntyre wearing that new cus-
tom designed shirt any time now!  As soon as I complete the 
design, order the fabric, and get it sewn up!  Whew!  I think 
I’m going to be busy(er) for a while!!  

 Shake Down Cruise!  

Saturday, Mar. 27 is our  Shakedown Cruise. Meet at Legion 
Club at  :30AM.   We depart at 10:00 for about a 50 mile tour 
through Clay and Platte Counties followed by lunch at the 
Steak Knife in Smithville. Come shake down your car and 
shake out the cobwebs to get ready for the action packed 
summer ahead!  
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Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club Meeting 

February 1, 2010 American Legion Hall Smithville, M O 7:00 pm 
 

Treasurer’s Report  – Starting balance: $5199.04, Income: 814.00, Expenses: 173.86, Ending Balance: $5839.18   Terry Richardson made a 
motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Joy Osborn and passed unanimously. 

The club financials were audited by Joy Osborn and Eldon Stamp.   Everything was found to be in order. 

Ron introduced our entertainment – James Rojas who played the saxophone and sang songs from the 40s-60s. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as published. 

Membership :  Ken reported there were 58 members and one guest in attendance.   Frank and Donna Kelly are new members.   Total mem-
bership: 127.   Ken also announced that he is keeping mileage for MAFCA and the Million Mile Challenge. 

Activities:   Bob announced that the Omaha Regional has their registration material on their website, and registration is limited to the first 175.   
The Shakedown Cruise will be March 27th, eating lunch at Castaways.   April 17th the club will be visiting the Truman Library.   We will leave at 
9:00 from Liberty, to arrive at 10:00.   Our club will get a private tour lasting about 90 minutes.  Lunch will be Aces Diner in Independence.   The 
trip is about 50 miles round trip from Liberty.   The visit to the Cameron Veteran’s Home has been changed to Saturday May 15th at 10:00. 

Eddie announced that May 29th is the Fly In at Atchison, KS.   The Regional in Omaha is in June, and the group will leave Sunday morning 
June 6th. 

Publications:    Sherry shared a letter from our remote member in Washington that they are planning on coming to attend the Regional here in 
Omaha.  The drawing was held for the Model A shirt. 

Concerns :    Karol read the February birthdays and anniversaries.   Thinking of you cards were sent to Dorothy Wantland, Sharon Hessefort,  
Stacey Norris, and Jim Spawn.  A sympathy card was sent to Ken Winkinhofer. 

Technical Advisor:   Walt announced the current garage night schedule and the signup sheet was passed around for the club.  Bob Russell is 
signed up for March, Milton Hessefort April and Malcolm McIntyre for May.    The Legion is flying donated flags at the hall and the club is par-
ticipating by purchasing a flag through the Legion.   There are signup forms if individuals would also like to participate and purchase a flag in 
honor of someone. 

Walt will be the entertainment in April presenting a program on antique radios. 

Purchasing :   Mary Ann reported that she still has pins, decals, cups, bags and hats available.  Name tags are also available for purchase.  
There is one XXL sweatshirt available for $15.50. 

Historian :  Joy needs photos from the Christmas Party 

Webmaster :  Dave won an award for our website from MAFCA.   Scott put a Facebook page up for the club. 

Media Specialist :  Scott reported that he looked into connecting our sound system into the Legion Hall speakers but they are only connected 
to the Juke Box in the hall. 

Director:   Bill brought a copy of the Model A Times as a raffle prize and announced that the magazine is a great resource on Model A prod-
ucts.   The silent auction will be next meeting, March 1st.   Items sold have their funds donated to the club.   Minimum bids are $1.  Bill made 
the suggestion that we have a table for higher value items with a reserve on the items which the club agreed on. 

Lyman announced that he is looking for interest in magnetic signs with club logo.  If you are interested in one, see Lyman and if there is enough interest 
we can order some in the $12 range.   The mystery member was Ron Anderson. 

Vice President :  There will be no entertainment next month due to the silent auction.   Lyman needs people for the mystery member. 

There are 10 people going to the Wichita Swap Meet leaving Friday from Zona Rosa. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40.   Respectfully submitted Malcolm McIntyre 

Mystery Member!  
Our Mystery Member for February was Ron Anderson!   

 
March Mystery Member 
 
Broke a world record at age 15. Water skied for a living. Semi pro pool 
player. Had a pet monkey as a kid. Skydiver. Rode 3500 miles on a mo-
torcycle in six (6) days. Delivered papers while riding a unicycle. First car 
was a 1962 Volkswagen "Bug"  
 
Who is it? 

�Sunshine/Concerns� 
 

Karol Russell is our new Sunshine/
Concerns lady!  If you know any-
body in need of a card or phone 
call, please let her know. And, if 
you just want to share the news of 
a happy event, such as a new 
grandbaby or a wedding, let her 
know that too!  
 

Call 816-628-3929 
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February Meeting 02/01/10  

Valentines day was close by and you could tell by the sea of 
red in the audience at this meeting!  The tables were decorated 
in keeping with the theme, with chocolates and candy hearts to 
flirt with.   

Following our customary great fare from the legion kitchens, we 
were entertained by the musical melodies of James Rojas and 
his saxophone.  James played and sang a number of tunes 
from the 40 and 50’s and he really set our toes a tapping!  Re-
member, if you enjoyed this, James is a regular with a band 
that that plays at the Argosy Casino in Riverside. 

Following the entertainment, we took care of a few short busi-
ness items for the club.  A lot of discussion took place on the 
upcoming regional in Omaha (looking forward to it!) and all the 
new and interesting tours being planned by our tour directors, 

Bob Russell, and Eddie Griggs.   

Beginning with the Annual Shakedown 
cruise next month, we have an exciting 
year to look forward to!  Along with our 
normal tours, Bob has planned some 
“Out-And-Back” Lunch trips which sould 
add some more fun to the mix.  And the 
tour to the Truman Library is firmed up 
and sounds wonderful!  Hope you all 
have your cars tuned up, shined up, and 
ready to go!   

Following the meeting, we all caught up on our visiting, and 
planned our contributions to next months silent auction!  See 
you there! 

The broadest definition of hot rodding 
involves increasing a vehicle's perform-
ance and eye-appeal beyond what the 
factory provided. So what do you call it 
when an owner takes steps to increase 
his car's drivability, yet the engine and 
transmission are left as the factory had 
intended? It's too modified to be a Stock 
Rod contender, but it hasn't really been 
heated up under that louvered hood. To 
our knowledge, a name has not been 
coined to describe such a machine. Let 
us then suggest the phrase: "Not Rod." 
'Cause it's not a rod. But it's not stock 
either. It splits the difference, without a 
foot firmly in either 
camp. This 1930 
Model A Ford has 
gone, on average, 
1,500 miles a 
year, and has 
since 1986; that 
drivability, without 
sacrificing what 
makes a Model A 
a Model A, has been the goal of Nipomo, 
California's, Frank Palmer. Yet there’s no 
identity crisis here: It's an eminently driv-
able machine that Frank has created-
more drivable and comfortable than 
stock, without boiling away the basic car's 
essence. Let's start with the most obvious 
change: the wheels and tires. They're '35 

Ford wires, which are just 16 inches in 
diameter compared to the cracked 19- 
inchers he bought the car with. "The 19s 
had just three inches of tread on the road 
per wheel," Frank estimates, "and the' 
16s put 4 to 4% 
inches of rubber 
down. Also, the 16s 
don't follow cracks 
in the road like the 
19sdo!" The extra 
rubber on the 
ground allows in-
creased drivability, 
and more control 
can't be a bad thing. The shorter tires 
necessitated another change: The 3.78 
rear axle ratio was howling in the rear 
axle at speed, so he swapped it out for an 
over-the-counter3.54 gear. It doesn't 
sound like much of a change, but "with 
the 3.78s, the engine was screaming, and 
you thought it was going to blow up. The 
gear change brought down the revs a lot, 
and it's a lot quieter and calmer now." 
The bouncy, wiggly chassis is also 
calmed down considerably with the use of 
a home-made stabilizer. The piece con-
sists of a shock absorber mounted to the 
straight front axle and a couple of chassis 
brackets-one to the frame, and one to 
one of the tie rods. Climb inside, and you 
immediately notice the black vinyl seats 

and door panels ("it was like that when I 
bought it," Frank says that look barely 
worn despite more than 30,000miles un-
der his ownership. A proper temp gauge 
hangs beneath the dash in such a way as 
to look like an extension of the factory 
four-gauge pod. "That Moto-Meter on the 
radiator never worked right," Frank re-
calls. "Once you saw you were hot, it was 
too late." Turn signals and a small fan in 
the passenger's- side foot well are among 
the other comfort-enhancers installed. Yet 
with all of these changes, he hasn't 
touched the engine: it's still the same 
smooth-running four-pot it rolled off the 
line with. Same bore, stroke, power, car-
buretor, everything, save for the added 12
-volt alternator. And there's a, period af-
termarket one-piece Otwell exhaust mani-
fold and heater combined, for a toasty 
cabin during chilly California Central 
Coast evening 
drives. And so, 
what is it? Stock 
rod? Not Rod? 
We posed the 
question, but will 
let the wisdom of 
the hobby prevail 
on the matter. 
Meanwhile, Frank 
Palmer is too busy racking up the miles to 
care one way or the other.  

Neither Stock Nor A Rod 

This article was submitted by Tom McRady, from “Hemmings Motor News” written by Jeff Koch.  Tom felt like the story presented a unique 
viewpoint that probably will resonate with some members regarding their cars and the modifications they’ve done over the years.   
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TOURING GUIDE AND ETIQUETTE 
by Bob Russell 

 

To some of us touring is the epitome of the Model A hobby. To jump into our eighty year old cars and travel the roads 
as our ancestors did brings us back to a slow and simpler kind of life where all seems right with the World. 
First, let’s discuss the tour itself. Tours can vary from a short out-and-back for lunch to a several day excursion such 
as the upcoming “Omaha Regionals”. One of the certain facts of touring is that the longer the tour, the more prepara-
tion and planning will have to be accomplished to make it a success. The reasons we go on a tour are as varied as 
the individuals that participate. Some tour just to enjoy the experience of driving and sightseeing while others like to 
partake of the camaraderie within the group while still others like to feel the adventure of the open road as our forefa-
thers experienced it. Whatever reason we tour we would want it to be a pleasurable experience. 
A few common sense actions on our part while touring can lead to a much more pleasurable experience for all taking 
part with no hurt feelings or ruffled feathers to worry about. 
Some guidelines to be adhered to in conducting a tour are as follows: 

A Leader must be appointed (whether it is two cars or twenty). The leader will brief the group as to 
route, rest/fuel and/or meal stops, destination and “touring etiquette”. 
A Tail End car or “Sweeper” should be named whose responsibility includes the cohesiveness of the 
tour as a group. (The leader and tail end car must have operable two-way communications – it is desir-
able that all of the group have CB radios). 
Rest stops should be scheduled at least once every hour if not sooner. 
Absolutely NO PASSING while enroute. 
Space should be left between tour cars so as to let “modern cars” pass the group safely if they so de-
sire. 
All tour cars should be alert as to the car ahead of and the car behind him. If either has to stop for any 
reason he should also stop and pull off the road. In this way the leader will be able to eventually stop 
and keep the group together as a whole. 
If anyone has to leave the tour he should notify the leader to preclude the group waiting on him. 
Consideration should be given in large groups (more than ten cars) to splitting the group up and pro-
ceed as separate groups with ten or fifteen minute intervals between them. 
 
A few common sense courtesies can go a long way into making a tour very enjoyable and have it oper-
ate in a smooth and SAFE manner.   

In 1928 this was the Kelley-Reppert 
Motor Company, started in 1917 with 
$3,000 and by 1928 had annual 
sales volume of over 
$1,000,000.  The building is at 422 
Admiral, Kansas City MO and is now 
home to the McCown Gordon con-
struction company.  The dealership 
was featured in the Jan 1928 Ford 
Dealer & Service Field magazine. 

Historical Note from Malcolm McIntyre  

First Garage Night! 
Kicking off a new season of Garage Nights, our first of the season will be on Saturday, Mar. 20 at 1:00 PM.  Bob and 
Karol Russell will be hosting at their house, 16816 NE 136th Street, Kearny MO.  816-628-3929.  The subject will 
tune-ups. Bob says “We'll try to "tune up" as many cars as possible. If you want to install new parts (plugs, points 
etc.) bring them along." 

1928 View 

Current View 
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Cut 2 pounds beef in 1 1/2 inch cubes. 
Trim off excess fat. 
Place fat in spider, try out.* 
 

Flour beef pieces and brown well in tried out fat. 
 

Place in kettle with: 
1 large onion, sliced 
2 tsp salt 
1/8 tsp pepper 
8 cups cold water. 
 

Simmer until meat is very tender when tried with 
a fork. 
 

Add: 
2 carrots , diced or sliced 
4 potatoes, diced. 
 

Cook until vegetables are done, about 10 min-
utes. Thicken with 4 Tablespoons flour blended 
with 4 tsp cold water.  Bring to a boiling point 
and cook for two minutes..Makes 4 good sized 
servings." 

A few definitions for 
the cooking terms in 
this recipe!  - Editor  
 
To Try Out Fat : Cut the 
fat into bits, put it into a 
frying-pan, and let it 
cook slowly for several 
hours. When the fat is 
melted and nearly free 
from water, strain it, 
pressing to obtain all the 
fat. 
 
Spider:  A spider is a 
cast-iron skillet or frying 
pan. At one time, these 
had three metal legs 
enabling them to be set 
directly over the coals of 
a hearth fire. 

An original 1920's recipe for Irish Stew .  
From http://diaryofakentuckycook.blogspot.com/2007/03/authentic-irish-
stew-recipe.html 

Gonna Be A Bear  

Submitted by Marsha Auch 

"In this life, I'm a woman. In my 
next life, I'd like to come back 
as a bear. When you're a bear, 
you get to hibernate. You do 
nothing. but sleep for six 
months. I could deal with that  

Before you hibernate, you're 
supposed to eat yourself stu-
pid, I could deal with that too.  

When you're- a girl bear, you 
birth .your children (who are 
the size of walnuts) while 
you're sleeping and wake to 
partially grown, cute, cuddly 
cubs. I could definitely deal 
with that. 

If you're mama bear, everyone 
knows you mean business. 
You swat anyone who bothers 
your cubs. If your cubs get out 
of line; you swat them too. I 
could deal with that. 

If you're a bear, your mate 
EXPECTS you to wake up 
growling. He EXPECTS that 
you will have hairy legs and 
excess body fat. Yup, gonna 
be a bear! ., 

THAT prints will hold sway this Spring is a foregone conclusion. 
The fact that certain Paris designers of importance have even cre-
ated their own motifs testifies to the fashionable prestige that 
printed fabrics are destined to enjoy.  

Variety, of course, is the spice of printed designs, but certain char-
acteristics mark the new season's offerings. Among the transparen-
cies, one finds a tendency towards large, widely spaced florals on 
neutral backgrounds such as black, beige, grege or gray. On 
opaque textures, one is more likely to discern medium-sized or tiny 
motifs arranged in close formation. It is evident that every effort has 
been made to exploit the unusual rather than the conventional. 
Polka dots, which are coming to the fore, are being treated in a 
host of delightfully new ways. Prints which owe their inspiration to 
Indian lore comprise a novel series. The most significant departure, 
however, is the simulation of tweed on silk and linen.  

The sweeping vogue for prints has affected not only the entire 
gamut of silks, but linens, cottons and woolens as well. The sheer 
weaves such as chiffon, georgette and marquisette in silk, voile and organdie in cotton, and celanese and 
rayon are submitting generously to printed treatment.  

Linen is woven like wool tweed or printed with gay motifs. Flannel, too, appears with a tweed-printed sur-
face.   

Now that the uneven hem-line has become firmly entrenched in the evening mode, it is being employed for 
street frocks also, as in Frock 4284.  Very often, the bow on a crushed girdle furnishes the encore for a one-
sided effect in the skirt.  Plain trimmings in the form of collars, sashes and trimming bands form the smartest 
accents on frocks of figured materials such as chiffon, georgette, voile, marquisette, celanese, rayon, the 
whole range of silk crepes, and smooth silks of the radium genre.  

A typically smart frock for spring and summer afternoons will be one of figured, sheer silk or cotton, with a 
soft, full bodice and a skirt composed of tiered flounces such as Frock 4276.  A favorite trimming for the 
printed frock is ribbon binding, preferably a soft grosgrain.  Still another modish trimming on a frock of this 
type is the accent of plain white, cream or flesh at the neck and wrists, in the form of a collar and cuffs, and 

Prints Animate the Spring Fashion Scene  

The following is an except from a March 1928 “Pictorial Review” 
magazine:    

Birthday Celebrations at Big Burger  

With the help of some of our sneakier members, the 
ice cream bunch helped Beth Osborn, Sylvia Donius 
and Vicky Roseberry 
celebrate their Febru-
ary birthdays!  Notice 
that Terry came over to 
set at the table that 
had the cake and the 
pretty ladies!! 
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Model A Mystery Part  
This is common part for a Model A.  Do you know what it is?  
(This month’s part was suggested by Erich Lindeman, from 
Mike’s!  Thanks Erich!) 

For “Bragging Rights”, put your answer on a 
postcard and send it to:  

Walt Jones 

1019 NE 113th Terr 

Kansas City MO 64155 

 

Or email Walt at: 
 techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

 

Last Month’s mystery part: 
 
Ok, this was kinda a “red herring” as it really isn’t a factory 
Model A part.  This is actually an after market part made to help 
prevent the windows from rattling.  Per Bob Sitzman, and Dan 
Wantland, these accessories were popular 
right into the late 40’s as a common solu-
tion to the noise problem!  I 

If  you have an idea for a mystery part, 
send a picture to Walt’s email! And check 
the website for others! 

The original Model A engine head had a compression ratio of 
4.2:1.  Ford kept the ratio low in order to deal with the knocking 
problems from low grades of gasoline available during the 20’s. 

The stock Model A engine was advertised at 40HP but it really 
was around 35HP.  With improved gasoline in the 30’s higher 
compression heads became available which increased the 
horse power of the Model A engine.   

The first head was offered by Ford as the “Police Head” with a 
ratio of 5.22:1.  To identify the head from the stock version a 
large raised “B” was placed on the top of the head.  (Not to be 
confused with the Model B engine).  Many after- market high 
compression heads  were offered for the Model A.  Some more 
common ones we see at swap meets include the Ford “B” 
head, Winfield,  Miller, Riley, Schofield and Columbus to name 
a few.   

New high compression heads are available.  A 5.9:1 cast iron 
head from Broomfield and a 5.5:1 cast iron head from Snyder 
as well as a 5.25:1 aluminum head with cooling fins from Sny-
der.  Until recently a 6:1 aluminum head was available from 
Dan Price.  I understand that Price has sold out to Snyder how-
ever Snyder has not marketed the head  as of this date.   

Installing one of these heads can increase power to around 
50HP.  This gives your car the power to get up those steep hills 
and run down the road at 50 to 55 MPH without an overdrive. 

Installation is not difficult.  First, paint the new head Ford en-
gine green and let dry.  Drain the coolant, remove the upper 
radiator hose, distributor and spark plugs.  Although not neces-
sary, it would be a good idea to remove the hood just to keep it 
from being damaged and to give a little more room to work.    

Remove the head nuts and goose neck and then pull off the 
head from the engine block (much easier said than done).   We 
can do a whole new Tech article just on removing stuck heads, 
so we will save that until later.   

Once the head is off you can remove the water pump.  Not re-
moving the water pump earlier gives you something to grab 
hold of while working the head up and off the studs. 

Use a sharpened putty knife or scraper to get the old gasket off 
the engine block.  You will find a considerable amount of car-
bon accumulation on top of the block, around the valves and 
tops of the pistons.  Scrape and wire brush as much of this car-

bon off as you can.  Also remove any old gasket material from 
the goose neck and wire brush it clean where it fits onto the 
new head.   Some people use the original engine studs but it 
would be best to replace them with new studs.  Grade 8 hard 
studs are available if you want to use them.    

Slide a new gasket down over the studs onto the block.  If you 
use the Snyder head a new improved leak resistant gasket is 
now available.  You do not need to add gasket sealer to the 
gasket as it is embedded in the material.  Use Snyder # B6051-
M or Bratton# 8090.  If using the Broomfield head they recom-
mend the Fel-Pro 7013C head Gasket, available from  Brat-
ton’s as their # 8070. You must use a gasket sealer with the 
Broomfield.    

Install the water pump back on the head with a new gasket.  
This is a good opportunity to upgrade the water pump and in-
stall a new leak-less type from Don Lobner.  Slide the head 
down over the studs onto the gasket.  Spin on the head nuts 
and torque to 55-60 ft/lbs.  It would be a good idea to use new 
nuts with a high compression head.   

When attaching the goose neck use only an application of blue 
silicone gasket sealer.  You do not need to use a gasket.  Be 
sure the flanges are clean and free of any old gasket material.   

This really works and will nearly eliminate the chance of break-
ing an ear off the goose neck.  Replace the upper radiator 
hose, hood, distributor and plugs. (See my tech tip on spark 
plugs from April 08) Replace the coolant and check for leaks.  
Set the timing and start the car and bring it up to temperature.  
Shut the engine off and while hot torque again. 

Happy Motoring, 

Bob Hess 

Picture courtesy of  
“Mike’s A Ford-able  Parts 
www.mikes-afordable.com 

Tech Tip for March 2010  
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For Sale / Wanted  
To place an ad send your information to 

info@nwmoModelA.com, or call or send to Sherry Wink inhofer 

As a service to our members, the three area Model A 
clubs have decided to mutually share our classified ads 
sections!  
(this will include Model A specific items only.)   
For Sale: Oval Toolbox like 
in Mac’s catalog $150.00 
Contact: Terry Richardson  
Phone 816-640-2984 

Wanted: Round Warner 
speedometer for 1931 
Model A. Must be re-
buildable.  
Contact: Delbert Felts 

For Sale :  5 each 17” 
wheels for sale $100.00 
Contact: Lance Burton 
phone: 816-809-8648 

Wanted : Any and all 
Model A sheet metal 
parts.  Will consider any 
condition. 
Contact: Jim Huseby 816-
690-8464,816-690-6831 

Last month we discussed how to do a “Tune Up” on our Model A’s. 
Let’s talk this month about how to check the points gap and engine 
timing by using a “Dwell Meter” and a “Strobe Type Timing Light”. 

As you may recall from the previous article we set the points gap and 
engine timing with the engine not running. This is often referred to as 
static timing. By utilizing two electronic devices, the “Dwell Meter” and 
“Timing Light”, we can check the points and engine timing dynamically, 
i.e. with the engine running. This affords us a much more accurate 
(and faster) check of the points gap and engine timing. This check is 
more accurate because it checks the actual performance of the points 
and engine timing during engine operation. 

The “Dwell Meter” is a electronic device that measures (by means of 
electronic wizardry) how long the points remain closed during one turn 
of the cam shaft. It also has a feature that measures engine RPM 
which is useful for setting idle speed.  

To better understand the use of a “Dwell Meter” we need to know what 
dwell angle is. By definition dwell angle is the number of degrees that 
the ignition points are closed during one revolution of the distributor. 
This dwell angle is directly related to the points gap and inversely pro-
portional to it. As the points gap opens the dwell angle will decrease. If 
the dwell angle is too small (points gap too wide) the points will not be 
closed long enough to fully energize the coil resulting in a weak spark. 
Conversely, if the dwell angle is too large (points gap too small) the 
coil may tend to overheat and the engine to mis-fire. We can readily 
see that the points gap must be set accurately to have a smooth run-
ning engine.  

The actual use of a Dwell Meter is quite simple.  

Attach the red wire to ground (remember, we have positive 
grounds in our Model A’s) 

Attach the black wire to 6 volt source 

Hook the yellow wire to primary of coil ( distributor side – red wire) 

Start engine, read dwell angle from meter (it should be 40 )   

(if the reading is out of range, the points gap must be reset) 

RPM of engine may be read by selecting RPM position on meter. 

The “Strobe Timing Light” incorporates a bright strobe light (similar to 

a camera flash) that “fires” every time the spark plugs fire. It uses 
power from the car’s battery and is triggered by the low voltage pulse 
to the coil from the points. 

To use a “Timing Light” to check the engine timing on a Model A we 
must provide a timing mark on the crankshaft pulley and a correspond-
ing pointer on the engine block which is opposite our timing mark at 
the top dead center of #1 cylinder. The timing mark is usually just a 
small notch filed in the rim of the crank pulley that is filled with white 
paint while the pointer can be as simple a piece of wire or a metal 
pointer fastened to a bolt on the timing gear cover. (Some of the Model 
A suppliers sell a more elaborate timing pointer). To install a timing 
pointer we should remove a timing cover bolt and fasten a metal 
pointer (or wire) under the bolt head pointing at the crank pulley. With 
the #1 cylinder at TDC file a timing mark exactly opposite the pointer in 
the crank pulley rim (a “Dremel” tool works well for this) and paint it 
white. 

To use the Timing Light: 

Connect the red wire to ground. 

Hook the black wire to a 6 volt source. 

The red clip (signal wire) is attached to the #1 spark plug connec-
tor. 

Start the engine, aim the Timing Light at the crank pulley and turn 
the timing light on. 

With the spark lever full up (retarded) the white timing mark on the 
crankshaft pulley should appear stationary and be aligned with the 
timing pointer. (if they are not aligned then the 
timing cam in the distributor must be reset so 
that the pointer and timing mark coincide).  

The Dwell Meter and Timing Light shown 
were both purchased on E-bay for around 
$15.00 each.  

 
Even with our eighty year old cars we can still 
incorporate modern devices to more accurately diagnose their running 
condition and keep them in top mechanical shape. 

SPRING TUNE UP Part 2   
by Bob Russell 

Special Moments!!   

Otis and Carole Miller’s seven grandchildren like Grandpa’s 1930 
Model A which he purchased in the 1960’s.  He restored it in 2005 
for their youngest daughters wedding at her request.  Otis says that 
thanks to Milt Hessefort, it now runs better than it ever has!   
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SUNFLOWER SWAP MEET 
Reported by Walt Jones 

February was awaited with great anticipation by members of the  club as this 
is the month that the Sunflower Swap Meet is held at Wichita! .  

This swap meet is awaited with all of the excitement of a six year old for 
Christmas. Club members had been discussing the meet and the trip out, for 
several weeks. Finally the big day was here. A contingent of St Joseph mem-
bers headed by Harvey and Leland  along with Eddie, Tim and Eldon rented a 
ten passenger van.  

These hardy members  whom must have rolled out of bed at god only knows 
when, met members Lee, Malcolm, Lyman, Walt and Marvin in Kansas City at 4:30A.M. and pro-
ceeded to Wichita. The trip was slowed somewhat by a thoughtless snow storm that intervened be-
tween KC and Wichita.  The storm made travel somewhat more difficult, but our heroes strove on un-
daunted.  

Conversation in the van came around to concern about the amount of room available on the return 
trip for the transportation of acquired valuable parts. As a result of these conversations it was decided 
to sacrifice  one member for the needed space . Poor Marvin Taylor was thrown from the Bus and left 
by the side of the trail, with promises to pick him up upon return, if there was space available. 

The group arrived at the Kansas Coliseum at 8:30 and quickly disbursed through out the three building 
complex, on their personnel quests for those special items of there desire. Other members  who had jour-
neyed to Mecca were spotted through out. Sonny was seen to be bargaining for a Zenith carburetor.  
Member Milton greeted quite a number at his booth also defended by Terry. Lee Huntley was seen empty 
handed but stated that he had some prospective purchases. Malcolm quickly found some license plates 
that he couldn't resist. Harvey purchased a much needed high compression head and a muffler, Eddie 
and Tim were to be seen drooling over tables of tools, your reporter found a nice 6 volt generator that he 
just couldn't live without, Lyman purchased some bumper escutcheons to go with his re chromed radiator 
shell. Lee Donius having noticed that it was an extra cold winter purchased a manifold heater for his car.  
Charlie Ishmael and Bob Martin were seen rummaging through tables of parts. Their acquisitions 
remain unknown. Eldon found a speedometer drive to replace the broken one on his car. Don Lob-
ner was seen with a cart full of parts. It was beginning to look like a successful foraging mission. 

At 12:30 all stowed their treasures in the van and proceed to Burger king for lunch. Early in the trip 
back to KC it was noticed that we would probably have enough room  in the van to to squeeze in 
Marvin. However he was nowhere to be found along the roadside. Now all that was needed for 
successful mission completion was a mid course stop at Beto Junction for gigantic cinnamon rolls. 
We arrived home fatter , happier but tired at about supper time. It would be early to bed for this 
crew. The trip however  provided  much material for discussion for some time to come. 

P.S. Marvin s wonderful wife Cheryl had driven through the snow storm 
to rescue Marvin earlier that day, 
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Route 66 Facts & Trivia  
From John Osborn  

The worlds largest rocking chair is the 
Route 66 Rocker, built of 
wood and steel, which 
stands more than 42 
feet tall at the Fanning 
US 66 Outpost and 
General Store near 
Cuba Missouri. 

A World is the creation of 
two MAFCA members and 
former school teachers, 
Archie Cress and Frank 
Rosin from Washington 
State.  

This newsletter is published 4 times a year and is written for 
school age children from Kindergarten through 12th grade.  

Any MAFCA member may request subscriptions for grand-
children, children, neighbor's children or other school youth 
interested in Model A's.  

At the present time the subscription is free. If you were re-
ceiving A-World and it has stopped, you may have to re-
register. Cards were placed inside a recent issue and if they 
were not returned your subscription stopped.  

There is information at www.mafca.com or http://
www.eskimo.com/~frankr/A.World.html 

Henry Ford was Irish in descent, and after having made all of his millions in this country wanted to 
go back to his fatherland in County Cork, Ireland. His reputation for wealth had long preceded his 
arrival. So, when he finally stepped off the plane, there were a group of local town officials waiting 
seeking contributions for the construction of one of their local hospitals. 

And Ford, who was quite accustomed to being touched in that fashion, he pulled out his checkbook 
and made a check out for $5,000. The next day in bold print the local paper said Ford contributes 
$50,000 for the construction of the local hospital. The local officials came running back and said oh, 
Mr. Ford, we're terribly sorry. It was not our fault. It must have been a typographical error, and we'll 
be happy to see to it that a retraction is printed in tomorrow's paper.  

He said, wait a minute, I think I've got a better idea. He says, you give me one wish and I'll give you the balance 
of $45,000. So they said anything you want. He said, I want, when that hospital is finally built, to have an inscription over the en-
tranceway with a quote taken from a source of my choice. They said it's done. 
 
So he gave the check for $45,000, the hospital was built. It is there today. It has a plaque over the entranceway with a quote 
taken from the book of Matthew. It says, "I came unto you as a stranger and you took me in."  

Front wheel Toe- in: To measure the toe-in of car wheels accurately  first check 
to make sure that the wheel bearings are not loose.   

Place masking tape over the treads as nearly centered as possi-
ble. A soft lead pencil held against a steady rest may then be 
used to scribe a true line around the circumference of each tire as 
it is rotated.  

Following this, the distance between the lines on the tires is 
measured approximately 8 inches from the floor at the back of the 
tire. Then distance between the lines on the tires is measured at 
approximately 8 inches from the floor at the front of the tire. The 
difference between the measurements when the front measurement is shorter 
than the back indicates the amount of toe-in that the wheels have. As a general 
rule 1/16 +/- 3/32 inch toe-in is the right amount for Model A Ford cars 

Bob Bonds Seminar  

Bob Bonds, pin striper extraordinaire,  will be the guest speaker at 
a free seminar on Saturday, February 27th at East Gate Masonic 
Lodge, 3516 Blue Ridge Cut-Off.   

Bob specializes in Pin Striping, Air Brush, Gold Leaf and much 
more. (And he’s responsibility for more than one precision pin-
striped Model A in the area!)  

 Everyone is welcome to  
attend.  The lodge is also  
having a chili competition  
if you're hungry.  $5.00  
buys  all you can eat.   

Walt’s Tech Tip  
Walt Jones, Tech Editor 

Reality Based Tool Definitions  
 
DRILL PRESS: A tall upright ma-
chine useful for suddenly snatching 
flat metal bar stock out of your hands 
so that it smacks you in the chest 
and flings your beer across the 
room, denting the freshly-painted 
project which you had carefully set in 
the corner where nothing could get 
to it. 
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As mentioned in the beginning, 
auctions are another place to buy vehi-
cles.   The Mecum Auction just wrapped 
up its December auction here in Kansas 
City, offering ~500 vehicles for sale.   
Auction houses can sometimes offer fi-
nancing which might appeal to some, and 
it’s definitely a fun atmosphere just to at-
tend an auction.   Remember before go-
ing into an auction to set the price you are 
willing to pay for a car, and not get caught 
up in the auction excitement.   A vehicle 
at auction will always be more expensive 
because the seller is paying the auction 
house a fee to sell the car, and you the 
buyer are paying a “buyers premium” to 
buy the car.   So factor these items in 
when looking.  If you still see a car that 
you would pay $10,000 for and the auc-
tion house has a 6% buyer’s premium 
then a $9500 bid will result in a $10070 
payment to get your car.   Check what the 
fees are up front.  Some are fixed and 
some go up as the selling price in-
creases.   Don’t assume that they are 
always the same even for the same auc-
tion house.   The fees that Mecum 
charges in Kansas City are far less than 
what they charged for their October auc-
tion in Branson.   Bidders need to register 
with the auction house and have financ-
ing arranged ahead of time.   Commonly 
this is done with a bank letter but the 
point is that attending an auction as an 
interested bidder requires some planning.   
Items sold at auction usually need to be 
paid in full and removed by the end of the 
day.   Auctions can either be reserve, no 
reserve or a mix.   Barrett-Jackson for 
example is all no-reserve.   Mecum is a 
mix, it’s up to the seller, and Russo & 
Steele is all reserve all the time.   So what 

does this mean?   When we bought our 
Model A, it was sold at no reserve, so the 
car was going to sell for what ever the 
highest bid was.   When we bought our 
Mercury at auction the car had a reserve, 
unknown to us.   I watched the auction 
progress and as the price stalled out 
about at what we were willing to pay for 
the car I could see the auction house 
owner in discussion with the seller.   The 
auction house will typically try to get the 
seller to drop their reserve when the bid-
ding progresses to a reasonable amount 
and then stalls.   The theory is that when 
buyers see that the reserve is off and the 
car is obtainable, they will bid more.   Ac-
tually this should not be the case.   If you 
are holding to what you were willing to 
pay for the car then you have already bid 
what you were willing to bid.   In the case 
of the Mercury we had not bid yet, when 
the reserve was dropped, I placed a bid 
and won the car as no other bids were 
placed. 

 Sometimes you can find cars 
through specialized dealers.  We pur-
chased our DeSoto from a dealer in St. 
Louis that sells only old cars.   Cars on 
the dealers lot may be items that they 
have purchased to flip (buy and resell at a 
profit) from auctions, local individuals or 
other dealers.   I attended an auction 
where a 1927 Cadillac was sold for 
$45,000 and shortly thereafter was of-
fered by a local dealer in Kansas City for 
$70,000.   I have seen the dealer that we 
bought our DeSoto from at auctions here 
in Kansas City.  Dealers can also sell 
cars on consignment.   The car is sitting 
in their showroom but they are not the 
owners, only the agent for the person 
selling the car.   In any form you will be 

paying the dealer a profit for the car, but 
in our case – where else are you going to 
find a ’56 DeSoto?   Dealers will typically 
not only offer financing if required but also 
help to arrange transportation.   In our 
case they shipped the car from St. Louis 
to Kansas City for a small fee that I ar-
ranged at the time of the sale. 

 I think the best way to find a car 
is through local club members.   If a car is 
offered for sale by someone you know, or 
from another local club, then you can 
gather more of its history.   You can talk 
to people that have been around the car 
for a long time, who know the owner, and 
what has been done to the car.   You can 
typically get a better deal since you have 
removed the auction fees.  No matter how 
you locate the car, remember to do your 
homework first.  Make sure you know 
what is correct and incorrect about a 
given make and model.   Finding out a 
Model A never came with a 6 cylinder 
engine and automatic transmission isn’t 
helpful once the car is yours.  We knew 
that our Model A was not a factory color, 
but we didn’t care.  Actually the color was 
one of the reasons we bought the car as 
we both liked it.   Know what the model of 
car you are interested in is worth in a 
given condition, and work within your 
budget.   The general rule of thumb is buy 
the best car that you can afford because 
it will typically cost you more to have the 
work done than to buy it already finished.   
Following other sales of similar cars can 
give a general idea of trends, as can price 
guides but remember that what you see 
for prices on TV in January is not repre-
sentative of the hobby in general – but 
they are fun to watch! 

Thoughts on Buying a Model A (Part 2 of 2)  

Submitted by Malcolm McIntyre 

Pony Express Tour 

REGISTRATION FORMS ARE NOW ON THE 
MAFCA WEB PAGE  

http://mafca.com/
PonyExpress.html  
If you haven't signed up for the 
email updates, do it now! 

MAFCA has secured another Membership Discount. A 
discount program from BRASSWORKS  Radiator has 
been arranged. When ordering from Brassworks, give your 
MAFCA membership number and you will receive either a 
10% discount or free shipping. Either offers a substantial 
savings!  

Don’t forget to track your mileage and give it to 
Wink so we can report our clubs total to add to 

the Million Mile Challenge!   
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Wed’s Technical Meeting & Breakfast 
 

 

Wednesday morning 
technical breakfast meet-
ings continue to be well 
attended. 

Wed 2-10-10  John brought his “new” recently acquired  neon 
timing light for us to see. Unfortunately Johns e-bay acquired light 
did not work. Nevertheless  a general discussion of timing lights 
and their use ensued.  

There was also a discussion of the fine selection of  items found 
and those desired but not found at the Sunflower swap meet. 
There was some discussion of  specialty tools for the model A. 

 Sonny mentioned that he has been weighing the merits of various 
Model A cam shafts and has now settled on the purchase of a 
touring cam for his newly built motor. Dan Wantland shared inter-
esting pictures of his fellow WW2 B17 crew. 

Wed 2-17-10  Approximately 18 members appeared hale and 
hardy at our meeting today and a number of interesting conversa-
tions took place. Some of the conversation centered on updates 
on progress of  various members  winter projects.  

Bob Russell ‘s projects have seemed to multiply as he has gotten 
into them. A prime example of this was demonstrated as he at-
tempted to replace the gasket on the side of his steering sector he 
discovered frozen roller bearings that had to be replaced.  An call 
to a supplier brought new bearing and Bob was able to get it back 
together.  

With his new rumble seat hinges now in place the completion of 
his winter  projects await only the refinish of his rumble seat trunk 
lid. It sounds like he will definitely be ready for the upcoming 
shake down cruise.  

Johns E-bay purchased timing light is now working and he has 
enjoyed good results using it. Bob Martin is still in the information  
and parts gathering stage on his fordor restoration. Ken brought in 
some interesting manuals. A tool description book was supplied 
by Tim Osborn looked at and discussed with great interest. 
Lyman's beautiful newly re chromed radiator shell remains un-
mounted from his car, more on this later.  

Ken and Walt visited with Art Pugsly on the phone: he has been 
checking over his car and  anticipating  the trip to the regional at 
Omaha with the club. He also told us that his club there in Wash-
ington had started to have a Technical Breakfast meeting  

"Reported by Walt Jones, Tech Director 

 

Although always welcome, “Henry’s Ladies” are extended a spe-
cial invitation to attend the Breakfast meeting on the Third 
Wednesday of each month, to enjoy each other’s camaraderie! 
At this meeting, you know you should always find other club la-
dies to share the table and a fun and interesting morning with!   

Don’t forget to check out  

“The Plain Ol’ A’s” website! 
www.plainolas.com-website  

This club invites us on many of their outings and w e really 
appreciate their friendship! 

New Members! 
 

Please welcome our newest members— 
 

Frank & Donna Kelley 
2 E street 
Lake Lotawana Mo 64086 
 

Let’s make them welcome when you see them!   
 
Correction :  In the new member directory you should be receiving in 
the mail shortly, the Ridgeway’s were inadvertently omitted.  Please 
add the following information to the directory:  
 
Lyman & Etta Ridgeway  Birthday His: 09/25 
708 Glendale Road  Birthday Hers 08/09 
Liberty MO 64068-2818  Anniv: 05/08 
816-781-6191 home  Email: ridgewayl@sbcglobal.net 
816-719-9997 cell 

My FIRST “A” 

I’m looking for pictures  and/or stories of your FIRST Model A.  Doesn’t 
have to be the one you have now, or be one that you restored or even 
one your owned. !  Just that car that’s responsible for your current love 
affair with this beautiful old classic!  

This month, Harry Lewis shared his Model A story!  Harry fell in love with 
the Model A when he spent some time in San Diego in 1941, just before 
joining the service.  He worked for a radiator shop that had a 1930 coupe 
cut down to a pickup.  He drove that little truck all over on deliveries, and 
says it was so much fun, he would have worked for free just to drive it!  But 
that job went away after he joined the Army Air Corp and spent the war 
helping train flight crews.  He shared some great pictures of the B-24’s he 
worked with.   

Seems his current Model A is the third one he’s owned, all bought in the 
50’s!  He bought and then sold a couple of A’s in the early 50’s (need the 
money for a barn!), but kept finding another good deal.  His current car, see 
above, is still original, never restored.  Harry bought it for the grand price of 
$65.  He’s it’s 3rd owner, and he knew both of the other two.  How many of 
us can say that about our cars!   

His coupe has been garaged for quite a while, but now with the help of Pat 
Lawler and some other friends, it’s now out of garage, and getting a good 
going over.  Although it hadn’t been run for several years, it started right up. 
So maybe we’ll be seeing it out and running this spring!  Looking forward to 
it!  


